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Metodika k materiálu:
Žáci si přečtou článek. V 1.cvičení správně přiřadí nadpisy ke každému z odstavců. Ve 2.cvičení pak správná slova z nabídky doplní na prázdná místa v textu.


The Scottish Are Crazy

For the whole summer, every 1) _______, in a different town or village all around Scotland, Highland Games take place. They are traditional outdoor competitions which have a long tradition and history. Let’s visit one of these competitions such as the one at Halkirk. 

A)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first Halkirk Highland Games dates back to 1886 when 16 events were held in a 2) _______ near the railway station. Since then a lot has changed for the better. There are many new events (a total of 92 events are performed throughout the day) and new separate tracks for women and young people. Also the prize money raised from 15 shillings to 12,000. That’s why it attracts the best 3) ________ from Scotland and all over the world. 

B)

What events do the athletes compete in? Most interest is in the ‘heavy events’ like throwing the weights or hammer, putting the stone, tossing the caber, and the tug-of-war, especially when the strongmen are dressed in their kilts. 
Throwing the Weights (28 or 56 lb = 12.7 or 25.4 kg) for distance or over the bar. Both come from an ancient test of military 4)______. The weight for the first event is a metal ball, chain and handle and after three pirouettes it must be thrown into the air. With a combination of balance, rhythm and power, it is always a graceful show. The second event must be done with one hand over the head and over the bar. The judges are frequently broken when the 5) _______ falls back down onto them. Putting the Stone also has its roots in an ancient ritual. Any visitor to the castle was asked to throw the ’stone of strength’ to prove how well he could defend the castle. The history of Scott Hammer Throwing is unknown. Now it’s an event where a sportsman stands, turns a metal ball on a wooden pole several times around his head and then throws it. 

C)

Another performance is Tossing the Caber which historically comes from laying the tree trunk as a 6) ______ across deep rivers. Today it is an event which requires great strength and a lot of skills. An athlete holds the caber 5.5 metres in 7) _______ and 70 kg in weight in a vertical position. After getting his balance, he runs and then throws the caber which must turn over before landing on the ground. And what about the Tug-of-War? It’s an amazing event when teams (e.g. married versus single) pull against each other on a rope and try to win against their rivals.  

D)

But only ‘heavy events’ take place during the Games. Sportsmen compete in running, jumping, cycling, clay pigeon shooting, Highland dancing and piping. Every year a top pipe 8) _______ is invited to play and it’s a fantastic experience to hear and see the bagpipers and drummers in costumes playing and marching. The organisers don’t forget about the 9) _______. Every year a fun fair and a lot of competitions are prepared for them.


1) Read the text and for each paragraph choose the best title from the following list: Highland Games, Events, A competitive afternoon, History

2) Fill the empty places in the text by correct words from the list: 
band, children, weekend, athletes, dancer, bridge, skills, length, weight, field




1.

A) History
B) Events
C) Highland Games
D) A competitive afternoon

2.
 
1) weekend
2) field
3) athletes
4) skills
5) weight
6) bridge
7) length
8) band
9) children
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