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Tankers Endanger Environment

Wrecked Boats Make a Mess!
These days we produce various plastic and petroleum products made by the petrochemical industry using crude oil as a raw material or starting point. Crude oil is found in oil reserves in particular areas of the world such as the Middle East and Alaska. It is refined and made into other products in places often thousands of kilometers from where it is found. If possible it is transported overland by pipeline, but mostly it goes by sea in huge oil tankers. Unfortunately, many of these ships are a danger to the crew and to the environment.
One of these old types of tankers, the Prestige, is now resting on the bottom of the ocean off the coast of Spain. Its hull, which had been battered and weakened by storms over years at sea, finally split in November last year. Its black, sticky, toxic cargo spilled out onto the sea’s surface and then drifted with the tide onto the beautiful sandy beaches of northern Spain. Tugs towed the ship away from the coast into deeper water where it finally sank to a depth of more than three kilometers. Thousands of sea birds died as well as sea life on the rocks and sandy beaches of Galicia. The oil contaminated fish used for food and this means that local fishermen cannot work. The region is very worried about the loss of tourism and the final cleaning up costs will be in the millions of euros.
The Prestige was not the first accident of this kind. The world shocked when in 1990 an oil tanker, the Exxon Valdez, hit a reef as it was leaving Prince William Sound in Alaska and the resulting giant oil spill devastated the wildlife in the area. Ten million seabirds died and the oil coated the fur of sea otters, reducing their insulation, and many drowned or froze to death. Today Prince William Sound is once again a remote wilderness paradise full of wildlife but on closer inspection there is still oil just a few centimeters below the surface of the beaches. 
Following this disaster new regulations for the transport of oil at sea were made. The newest regulation says that ships carrying oil must have a double-skinned hull. Even if the outer one is broken by rocks, the inner one will still keep the oil in. Some countries do not follow these rules and it is possible to register an old ship in places such as Liberia, a small state on the west coast of Africa. The Prestige was one of these old ships.

1. Answer the questions.
What is a danger to the environment? Huge oil tankers are a danger to the environment.
What did you get know about the Prestige? It is the oil tanker on the bottom of the ocean off the coast of Spain.
What does the newest regulation say? Ships carrying oil must have a double-skinned hull.

2. Write down the associations with the word ocean.
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