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TEST ON FESTIVALS IN THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

1. Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?
2. What is celebrated in Australia in January?
3. What is celebrated on 14 January?
4. What is Waitangi Day?
5. How is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated in Ireland and the USA?
6. What is celebrated on Anzac Day?
7. What is celebrated in Canada on 23 May?
8. What is Trooping the Colours?
9. How is Halloween celebrated?
10. What is celebrated at Thanksgiving?
Total: …/10

CORRECT ANSWERS
1. A clergyman and famous Afro-American civil rights activist who was killed in 1968.
2. On 26 January Australians celebrate the arrival of the First Fleet at Sydney from Britain in 1788.
3. Saint Valentine, who was a Roman priest. He was arrested because he married Christian couples, although it had been forbidden by the emperor. He died on 14 February. Today lovers exchange romantic greeting cards, and give each other gifts such as chocolates and red roses.
4. It commemorates the day in 1840 when the Treaty of Waitangi was signed. The treaty was signed between the British and the Māoris, making New Zealand a British colony but granting the Māoris rights to their land.
5. Green is a colour associated with Ireland and that’s why on St. Patrick’s Day people wear green clothes, dye their hair green and drink green Guinness. Chicago was the first city to dye its river green, and has since been imitated by other places in the USA. Parades take place in many cities, both in Ireland and in the US.
6. Originally it honoured the troops (ANZAC) fighting in the First World War at the battle of Gallipoli, Turkey. Nowadays, it commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders who have fought in wars.
7. Queen Victoria’s birthday. She was the first monarch of a confederated Canada.
8. It is the official celebration of the Queen’s birthday.
9. People wear scary costumes, make jack-o'-lantern out of pumpkins and go trick-or-treating.
10. People give thanks at the end of the harvest season. Families gather to celebrate by sharing Thanksgiving Dinner, which usually consists of roasted turkey with stuffing and cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, squash, sweetcorn, and pumpkin pie.
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