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Tenses – past, present perfect  

Test 

A  

Past simple or present perfect simple? 

1. I ....... my key. I can’t get into the house. (lose) 

2. ....... you ever ....... to Scotland? (be) 

3. It ....... today. (not rain) 

4. ....... you ....... Rachel on Saturday? (see) 

5. Peter ....... just ....... . (call) 

6. What time ....... they ....... last night? (leave) 

7. ....... you ever ....... this book before? (read) 

8. They ....... yet. (not arrive) 

9. How many times ....... you ....... this film? (see) 

10. Peter ....... there since Monday. (be) 

11. Jane ....... Sarah for a long time. (know) 

12. We ....... tennis yesterday afternoon. (play) 

13. I’m not thirsty any more. I ....... already ....... . (drink) 

14. My grandfather ....... last year.(die) 

15. The accident ....... last Tuesday afternoon. (happen) 

 

B 

Present perfect simple or continuous? 

1. He ....... that letter since breakfast and he still ....... it. (write/not finish) 

2. This weather is terrible. It ....... for five days. (rain) 

3. Please don’t take that book. I ....... reading it yet. (not finish) 

4. How long ....... he ....... there? (live) 

5. It ....... since midnight. (snow) 

6. This is the third time you ....... your keys. (lose) 

7. Look! Peter ....... a new car. It‘s very nice. (buy) 

8. She ....... at university since October. (study) 

9. How long ....... you ....... her? (know) 

10. Why are your eyes red? ....... you .......? (cry) 



C 

Since or for? 

1. We’ve been waiting ....... 9 o’clock. 

2. His family has lived in New York ....... he was three years old. 

3. My parents have been married .......twenty years. 

4. I have been reading this book ....... two weeks. 

5. She has been studying Spanish ....... six years. 

 

 

  



 

Solution: 

A: 

1. I have lost my key. I can’t get into the house. 

2. Have you ever been to Scotland? 

3. It hasn’t rained today. 

4. Did you see Rachel on Saturday? 

5. Peter has just called. 

6. What time did they leave last night? 

7. Have you ever read this book before? 

8. They haven’t arrived yet. 

9. How many times have you seen this film? 

10. Peter has been there since Monday. 

11. Jane has known Sarah for a long time. 

12. We played tennis yesterday afternoon. 

13. I’m not thirsty any more. I have already drunk. 

14. My grandfather died last year. 

15. The accident happened last Tuesday afternoon. 

 

B: 

1. He has been writing that letter since breakfast and he still hasn’t finished it. 

2. This weather is terrible. It has been raining for five days. 

3. Please don’t take that book. I haven’t finished reading it yet. 

4. How long has he been living there? 

5. It has been snowing since midnight. 

6. This is the third time you have lost your keys. 

7. Look! Peter has bought a new car. It‘s very nice. 

8. She has been studying at university since October. 

9. How long have you known her? 

10. Why are your eyes red? Have you been crying?  

 

C 

1. We’ve been waiting since 9 o’clock. 

2. His family has lived in New York since he was three years old. 

3. My parents have been married for twenty years. 

4. I have been reading this book for two weeks. 

5. She has been studying Spanish for six years. 


