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Past simple, Past continuous 

Test 

Past simple or continuous? 

1. What ....... you ....... (do) when I ....... (call) you last night? 

2. While we ....... (ski) in the mountains, it ....... (begin) to snow heavily. 

3. I ....... (leave) when he ....... (arrive). 

4. It ....... (happen) when I ....... (live) in London last year. 

5. While I ....... (wait) for the train, it ....... (start) to rain. 

6. While she ....... (read) a book, he ....... (watch) TV 

7. What ....... you ....... (do) when I ....... (call)? 

8. I ....... (meet) Jim at 7 o’clock. First we ....... (go) to a restaurant and then we ....... (decide) to go to 

the night club. 

9. He ....... (hurt) his back while he ....... (work) in the garden. 

10. When I ....... ( arrive), they ....... (have) lunch. 

11. Everybody ....... (talk) about it all evening. 

12. What ....... you ....... (do) at 11 last night? 

13. While he ....... (walk) down the street, he ....... (see) an accident. 

14. It ....... ( not rain) when we ....... (go) out. 

15. I ....... (see) you this morning. You ....... (wait) at the bus stop. 

 

Translate these sentences: 

1. Lucy si zlomila nohu, když lyžovala. 

2. Když jsi mi zavolal, díval jsem se na televizi. 

3. Zatímco spala, John dělal domácí úkol. 

4. Čekal jsem tam dvě hodiny. 

5. Jak rychle jsi jel, když se stala ta nehoda? 

 

 



 

Solution: 

 

Past simple or continuous: 

 

1. were .. doing / called 

2. were skiing /began 

3. was leaving /arrived 

4. happened / was living 

5. was waiting / started 

6. was reading / was watching 

7. were .. doing / called 

8. met / went / decided 

9. hurt / was working 

10. arrived / were having 

11. was talking 

12. were .. doing 

13. was walking / saw 

14. wasn’t raining / went 

15. saw / were waiting 

 

Translation: 

 

1. Lucy broke her leg while she was skiing. 

2. When you telephoned, I was watching TV. 

3. While she was sleeping, John was doing his homework. 

4. I was waiting there for two hours. 

5. How far were you driving when the accident happened?  


