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Expressing future 

in English
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Outline of the presentation

 be going to

 will and shall

 present continuous

 present simple

 other possibilities



BE GOING TO + INF

Form

Am/is/are+ going to + infinitiv

 Positive

I’m

He’s          going to travel this weekend

We’re 

 Negative

I’m not

He isn’t     going to travel

We aren’t



BE GOING TO + INF

 Question

Are you

Is she       going to travel?  

Are they 

 Short answer

Yes, I’m. / No I’m not.



BE GOING TO + INF

Use

 a future decision or plan made before the moment of 

speaking

He is going to visit his girlfriend.

 When something is certain to happen – you can see 

it or feel now

Look! It is going to rain.



WILL and SHALL

 Form

Will+infinitiv without to

 Positive

I will (I‘ll) help you

 Negative

I won’t come.

 Question

Will you please be quiet?

 Short answer

Yes, I will. / No I won’t.



WILL and SHALL

Use

 For decisions made at the moment of 

speaking

I’ve lost my money. I’ll lend you.

 To express an offer

I’ll help you.



SHALL

Form

Shall+ infinitiv without to

Shall can be used only in the first person ( I, we)

 Shall is used mostly in the questions Shall I.?  Shall 
we…?

Shall I open the window? (Do you want me to open the 
window?)

What shall we do?

Where shall we go this evening?



PRESENT CONTINUOUS  -near 

future

Form

Am/is/are + infinitiv+ -ing

 What are you doing tonight?

 I’m going to the cinema.

 I’m not going to work.

 Tom is getting married next week.



PRESENT SIMPLE

 when people talk about timetables, 

programmes,..

(public transport, cinema)

The bus leaves at 5 o’clock. 

What time does the film begin?



OTHER POSSIBILITIES OF 

EXPRESSING FUTURE

 To be about to + infinitiv

We’re about to watch the film. Hodláme se dívat na film.

I’m about to turn on the television. Chystám se zapnout 

televizi.

 To be to + infinitiv (with important 

actions)

The president is to pass the law.
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