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Outline of the presentation

Czech system of education

Descriptions of different types of schools

British system of education

American system of education



Czech system of education

Creche or nursery (jesle)

Kindergarten or nursery school (MŠ)

Primary school (ZŠ)

Secondary school (SŠ)

Higher education – university, college,….



Creche or nursery (jesle)

For babies under the age of 3.

They were common in past (during the 

communist period, mothers started to work 

early after the birth of their children).

After the revolution most of them were 

closed.

Nowadays – only a few in big towns, they 

are quite expensive.



Kindergartens or nursery schools

 Age

 Content (activities)

For children from 3 to 6 (7) 

years

Singing songs, poems, 

playing with toys, going 

for walks, learning to 

draw,…



Primary schools

Age

Content

(activities)

6 – 15 years

1st grade : learning to write, 

read, count

2nd grade: learning more about 

the world, nature, physics, 

geography,…



School subjects

 Maths

 Languages

 Biology

 History

 Geography

 Chemistry

 Physics

 Economics

 IT (information technology)

 PE (physical education)

 Music

 Art



Secondary schools

 Age

 Content (activities)

15-18 (19) years

Getting more 

knowledge(skills)  

from different areas 



Types of secondary schools

Gymnasium (grammar school) – maturita 

exam, preparation for university

Specific secondary schools (of business, 

health, technical,..) – maturita exam

Vocational school (učiliště)- vocational 

certificate



Maturita exam (final exam, graduation 

exam)

Students take this exam at the age of 18 

(19)

Compulsory subjects 

Optional subjects

Written, oral and practical parts of the 

exam



Higher education

 Age

 Content (activities)

18 +

Further studies in 

different areas (it 

depends on the 

college)– finally 

getting the degree of 

master or doctorate



British system of education
 Kindergartens or nursery schools (about half of the 

children attend them)

 Primary schools (5-11)

- 1st grade: infant school (5-7 years)

- 2nd grade junior school (7-11 years)

 Comprehensive (secondary) schools (11-16)

At 16 – exam 0 level or GCSE level

Some continue till 18 ( A level exam – important for 
entrance to a university)

 Higher education (university or college of further 
education – general, vocational or technical)



American system of education

 Kindergartens or nursery schools (5-6)

 Elementary schools (6-12)

 Secondary (called high) schools (13-18)

junior high school (13-14)

senior high school (14-18)

No national exams, important continuous assessment

 College (2 years) or university (4 years) – master‘s 

degrees or doctorates
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