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MODAL VERBS

List of central modal verbs: can, could, may, might, shall, should, must, will, would

Special features of modal verbs

1/ NO —s in the 3rd person in singular
2/ NO to + infinitiv after them
3/ NO do in questions and negatives
4/ Most of them exist only in present simple — for the next tenses there are periphrastic forms

(opisné tvary)
INFINITIV | TRANSLATION | NEGATION PAST OPIs-
TENSE PERIPHRASTIC
FORM
CAN Moci Can’t Could be able to — byt
Umét Cannot + opisy schopen, manage to
be allowed to — smét
to be permitted to —
smét
MAY ,,MOZN4* May not Might be allowed to — smét
(vyjadieni + opisy
moznosti)
Moci (svoleni)
MUST Muset Needn’t - Had to Need- muset
nemuset Must have | To have to - muset
Don’t need to —
nemuset
Must not (mustn’t)
— nesmét
SHOULD | Mél bych Should not Ought to — mél bych
Shouldn‘t Ought not to — nem¢l
bych
CAN/COULD

1) Vyjadieni moZnosti (teoretické) Everybody can makes mistakes.

2) Schopnost My boyfriend can cook.

3) Zadost o svoleni (méné formalni neZ may) Can I borrow you pen?

MAY / MIGHT
1) Vyjadieni moznosti(skuteéna) You may be right.
2) Zadost o svoleni (formalni) You may use my dictionary. My | come in?

SHOULD




1) Vyjadieni doporuceni, rady You should go home.

2) Vyjadf¥eni nazoru, Casto uvozené | think nebo 7 don 't think

3) Vyjadreni predpokladu,Ze se néco stane She’s been studying hard for the exam, so she
should pass.

Exercises

A/ Translate sentences using can, could, be able to

1. Je mi lito, Ze nemohu pfijit na tvij vecirek.

2. Mohli jsme si délat, co jsme chtéli.

3. Neslysim t¢, mluv vic nahlas.

4, Muzu si dat jesté kousek kolace?

5. Lidé mizou zapomenout na narozeniny jejich ptibuznych.
6. Po operaci bude vidét.

7. Nemohla jsem ji zavolat protoze jsem nemé¢la telefon.

B/ Translate sentences using MAY, MIGHT may have (done) / might have (done) -
minulost

1. John je asi zaneprazdnény.

. MoZna se divaji na televizi.

. Ona asi dnes nepracuje.

. MoZna nejsou doma.

. Mohla bych Vam zaslat moji stiznost?

. Petr nebyl doma. Mozn4 Sel nakupovat.

. ManZel nebyl v obyvaku. MozZna se pravé sprchoval.

. Moje sestra nezvedla telefon. MozZna spala.

O~NOoO Nk WwWN

C/ Translate the sentences using should, shouldn’t, should have done
1. Myslim, Ze by si mél najit novou praci.

2. Nemyslim, Ze ji méli pozvat.

3. Ta party byla uzasna. M¢l jsi piijit.

4. Réano byl unaveny. Mél jit do postele brzy.

5. Oni by nemé¢li jist tuéné jidlo.

6. Nem¢l bys tam jit. Je to velmi nebezpecné.

7. Myslis, Ze bych si méla zazadat o to misto?

8. Méame pozvat Jitku na nasi oslavu?

can x could (less sure, when you don’t really mean what you say — | am angry with you. |
could kill you?)

could have done — sth was possible but did not happen

The situation was bad but it could have been worse (mohla byt)

May have done / might have done mozna /asi pro minulost

Should have done — you didn’t do it but it would have been the right thing to do



Key to exercises

A/ Translate sentences using can, could, be able to

1. Je mi lito, Ze nemohu pfijit na tvlij vecirek. I’'m afraid I can’t come to your party.

2. Mohli jsme si délat, co jsme chtéli. We could do what we wanted.

3. Neslysim t&€, mluv vic nahlas. I can’t hear you, speak up please.

4. Muzu si dat jesté kousek kolace? Can I have another piece of cake,please?

5. Lidé mizou zapomenout na narozeniny jejich ptibuznych. Peole can forget the birthdays of
their relatives.

6. Po operaci bude vidét. He will be able to see after the surgery.

7. Nemohla jsem ji zavolat protoZe jsem neméla telefon. I was not able to call because I didn’t
have my mobile phone.

B/ Translate sentences using MAY, MIGHT may have (done) / might have (done) -
minulost

1. John je asi zaneprazdnény. John may (might) be busy.

2. Mozna se divaji na televizi. They might be watching tv.

3. Ona asi dnes nepracuje. She might not be working today.

4. Mozna nejsou doma. They may not / might not be at home.

5. Mohla bych Vam zaslat? May I send you my complaint?

6. Petr nebyl doma. Mozna $el nakupovat. Petr wasn’t at home. He might have gone
shopping.

7. Manzel nebyl v obyvaku. MoZna se praveé sprchoval. My husband wasn’t in the living room.
He might have been having a shower.

8. Moje sestra nezvedla telefon. Mozn4 spala. My sister didn’t answer the phone. he might
have been asleep / been sleeping.

C/ Translate the sentences using should, shouldn’t, should have done

1. Myslim, ze by si m¢l najit novou praci. | think he should look for a new job.

2. Nemyslim, Ze ji méli pozvat. I don’t think they should invite her.

3. Ta party byla Gizasna. Mé&l jsi ptijit. The party was great. You should have come.

4. Rano byl unaveny. M¢l jit do postele brzy. He was tired in the morning.He should have
gone to bed early.

5. Oni by neméli jist tu¢né jidlo. They shouldn’t eat fat meat.

6. Nem¢l bys tam jit. Je to velmi nebezpecné. You shouldn’t go there. It is very dangerous.
7. Myslis, ze bych si méla zazadat o to misto? Do you think | should apply for the job?

8. Mame pozvat Jitku na nasi oslavu? Should we invite jitka for the party?

Zdroje:
MURPHY, Raymond. English Grammar In Use: A self-study reference and practice book for
intermediate students. 2. vyd. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.



