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I wish + past tense

 We use wish to say we regret 
something, that something is not as 
we would like to be

 We usually use it in 1st person 
singular – we translate it as Kéž 
bych/ kéž by

I wish I knew his phone number.

(I don‘t know it and I regret it.)



I wish + past tense

It is raining and I don‘t have un 
umbrella. I wish I had an umbrella.

I wish I didn‘t have to work.

I wish it weren‘t raining. or I wish it 
wasn‘t raining.

I wish I were older.

I wish I could be with you.



Exercise 1

Write sentences beginning with I wish
1. I live in a big city (but I don‘t like it).
2. I want to sleep but I have to go to 

school.
3. I can‘t go to the cinema(but I‘d like to).
4. I don‘t have my purse( I need some 

money).
5. There are lots of people and I don‘t like 

it.
6. I want to read but I left my book at 

home.



Exercise 2

Translate the sentences into English (use I 
wish...).

1. Kéž bych byla vyšší.
2. Kéž by byl pátek.
3. Kéž bych měla méně práce.
4. Kéž bych znala více jazyků.
5. Kéž bych rozuměla počítačům.
6. Kéž bych nemusela zítra do školy.
7. Kéž by tak často nepršelo.
8. Kéž by se tak moc nedíval na televizi.



Wish + past perfect

 I wish I had passed the exam. (wish 
for something in past) – Kéž bych 
byla udělala tu zkoušku.

 Tom wishes he hadn‘t come to the 
party.

 I wish I had lived with my 
mum(when I was a child).



Exercise 3

Translate into English

1. Kéž bych byla věděla, že je Tom 
nemocný.

2. Kéž bych byla tolik nejedla.

3. Kéž bych si byla vzala fotoaparát.

4. Kéž by bývalo nepršelo.



Wish + would + infinitiv

To make wish about the present or 
future

 I wish my husband would find a job.

 I wish they would win.

 She wishes he would ring her.



Exercise 4

Translate into English

1. Kéž udělám maturitu.

2. Kéž ji dnes nepotkám.

3. Kéž mi dnes můj přítel donese 
kytku.

4. Kéž je zítra hezky.

5. Kéž Manchester vyhraje.



Homework

 What do you wish?

Write 5 wishes for the present (unreal 
wishes), 5 for the future and and 5 
for the past.
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