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REPORTED SPEECH 

There are two possible ways how to tell somebody what John said 

a/ direct speech (přímá řeč) – John said: „I am happy.“ (the sentence is the same) 

b/ indirect speech or reported speech (nepřímá řeč) – John said that he was happy. 

(we change the tense –  is –was) 

 

INDIRECT (REPORTED)  SPEECH 

Tell (somebody something)  x  say (something)            -  these verbs are usually  past ( John said, John told me that) 

DIRECT SPEECH REPORTED SPEECH 
Am/ is 
Kate: „I am ready.“  
           „My friend is going to visit London.“ 

Was 
Kate said (that) she was ready. 
Kate said (that) her friend was going to visit London. 

Are  
Paul: „My parents are on holiday.“ 

Were 
Paul said (that) his parents were on holiday. 

Present tense of verbs 
George: „ I want to go home.“ 
                „ I don’t know the answer.“ 
               „ I can’t visit you.“ 

Past tense of verbs 
George said (that) he wanted to go home. 
George said (that) he didn‘t know the answer. 
George said (that) he couldn’t visit me. 
 

Will 
Jane: „ I will be at school on Monday.“ 
 

Would 
Jane said (that) she would be at school on Monday. 

Past simple 
Tom: „I lived in Brno for 5 years.“ 
           „ I didn’t study English.“ 

Past simple or past perfect 
Tom said (that) he lived / had lived in Brno for 5 
years. 
Tom said (that) he didn‘t study / hadn’t studied 
English. 

 

POZN: Další slovesa, která se používají k uvození nepřímé řeči:  to ask (ptát se), to answer (odpovědět), to shout 

(křičet), to learn (dozvědět se), to know (vědět), to announce (oznámit),…. 

 

 

ORDERS AND REQUESTS IN REPORTED SPEECH 

Rozkaz (imperativ) se mění na infinitiv  

He said: „ Close the door!“  He told me to close the door. 

He said: „ Don’t open the window!“    -   He told me not to open the window. 

I said: „ Stop talking!“ – I asked them to stop talking. 

 

 

 



Exercise 1: Change the direct speech into sentences with indirect speech. 

Example:    Jane said: „ I met your sister yesterday.“   Jane said that she met/ had met  my sister yesterday. 

Jane:  „ We were tired in the mening.“         Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

           „ His brother is a doctor.“          Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

           „ Our neigbours are moving next month.“ Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

          „ I will buy a new car.“               Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

          „ I didn’t have time to do it.“ Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

         „ John broke his arm on Tuesday.“ Jane said that ………………………………………………………… 

Jane: „ I will tell Jim I saw you.“ Jane said that …………………………………………………………              

          „I want to go on holiday but I don’t have enough money.“ Jane said that ……………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Jane: „Open the door!“  Jane told me ……………………………………………………………………………… 

          „Don’t shout!“   Jane told me ……………………………………………………………………………… 

          „Start working!“  Jane told me ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 

QUESTIONS IN INDIRECT /REPORTED/ SPEECH 

Otázky mají v nepřímé řeči vždy přímý slovosled. Ostatní pravidla zůstavají. 

She asked me: „Where do you live?“ - She asked me where I lived. 

She asked me: „ How did you get to school?“  - She asked me how I got / had got to 

school. 

She asked me: „Where are you going?“   -  She asked me where I was going. 

 

Exercise 2: Change the questions into indirect speech. 

George asked: „ How is your father?“ George asked me ……………………………………………………… 

George asked: „ Where do you play tennis?“ George asked me ……………………………………………………… 

George asked: „ What did you do on Monday?“ George asked me ……………………………………………………… 

George asked: „ Did you see the film?“ George asked me ……………………………………………………… 

George asked: „Are you going home ?“ George asked me ……………………………………………………… 

 

 


