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EASTER



Why do we celebrate Easter?
Complete the text with these words:  Christians, spring, resurrection, cross,  goddess
Easter is the most important Christian festival of the year. ________________remember Jesus crucifixion (death on the____________) and his ____________________ (rise from the dead). But a lot of Easter traditions are pagan in origin. Easter is probably named after Eostre, the ________________ of spring. It means that Easter is festival of __________ and new life. 
When?
Easter is a movable feast. It is celebrated on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the first spring day. When is the first spring day? ________________________
The days connected with Easter have their names. Do you know the names? Connect the English names with the Czech names and with the timing or description. Can you complete this year´s dates? 
Shrove (Pancake) Tuesday		the day after Holy Wed		Zelený čtvrtek
Ash Wednesday			the day of Jesus  resur.		Neděle velikonoční
Palm Sunday				46 days before Easter 		Popeleční středa
Holy Wednesday			1 week before Easter		Květná neděle
Holy Thursday (Maundy)		6 weeks after Ash Wed		Škaredá středa
Good Friday				the day after Easter Sun	Velikonoční pondělí
Holy Saturday			the day before Ash Wed	Masopustní úterý
Easter Sunday 			the day of Jesus death		Velký pátek
Easter Monday			the day before Easter		Bílá sobota	

Here are some Easter symbols. What is the English for them?
[image: Rabbit Clip Art]  [image: Bread Clip Art]  [image: Easter Chicken  Clip Art]   [image: Orange Easter Egg Clip Art]   [image: Empty Easter Basket 2 Clip Art]   [image: Red Cross Clip Art]   [image: Bow Knot  Clip Art]


Here are some Easter habits. Write the days they are connected with, and write CZ or GB to them, according to the country they are followed in.
· making willow whips
· sweeping chimneys
· Easter Egg Roll – children roll boiled eggs across the lawn 
· children walk round their village making noise, to replace bells that have flown to Rome
· decorating easter eggs
· people can´t work in their gardens
· children look for eggs in houses or gardens, it is called egg hunt
· bells return to churches from Rome
· boys whip girls with willow whips
· people go to church
· people can´t eat meat (a big lent)
· eating chocolate or hard boiled eggs
· baking hot cross buns
· girls pour water on boys
· girls give eggs, chocolate or ribbons to boys
· people eat something green
· Pancake Races – women with a pancake on a pan run from the market to the church
· a 40-days lent starts (the time of abstinence)
Which of the customs do you like? Why?
Which of them don´t you like? Why?

Celebration of new life. What´s new in the nature? Flowers and young animals! Match what pass together:
flowers:						young animals:
crocus		sněženka				sheep		calf
tulip		bledule				cat		puppy
snowdrop	tulipán					cow		duckling
snowflake	narcis					pig		lamb
daffodil	krokus					dog		gosling
							duck		kitten
							goose		piglet

Solution:
Why do we celebrate Easter?
Easter is the most important Christian festival of the year. Christians remember Jesus crucifixion (death on the cross) and his resurrection (rise from the dead). But a lot of Easter traditions are pagan in origin. Easter is probably named after Eostre, the goddess of spring. It means that Easter is festival of spring and new life. 
When?
Easter is a movable feast. I tis celebrated on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the first spring day. When is the first spring day? on 20 March
Shrove (Pancake) Tuesday		the day after Holy Wed		Zelený čtvrtek
Ash Wednesday			the day of Jesus  resur.		Neděle velikonoční
Palm Sunday				46 days before Easter 		Popeleční středa
Holy Wednesday			1 week before Easter		Květná neděle
Holy Thursday (Maundy)		6 weeks after Ash Wed		Škaredá středa
Good Friday				the day after Easter Sun	Velikonoční pondělí
Holy Saturday			the day before Ash Wed	Masopustní úterý
Easter Sunday 			the day of Jesus death		Velký pátek
Easter Monday			the day before Easter		Bílá sobota	

Here are some Easter symbols. What is the English for them?
[image: Rabbit Clip Art]  [image: Bread Clip Art]  [image: Easter Chicken  Clip Art]   [image: Orange Easter Egg Clip Art]   [image: Empty Easter Basket 2 Clip Art]   [image: Red Cross Clip Art]   [image: Bow Knot  Clip Art]
a bunny     a  hot cross bun          a chick                  an egg                a basket           a cross             a ribbon

Here are some Easter habits. Write the days they are connected with, and write CZ or GB to them, according to the country they are followed in.
· making willow whips  CZ, some days before Easter
· sweeping chimneys     CZ, Holy Wed
· Easter Egg Roll – children roll boiled eggs across the lawn  GB(USA), Easter Mon
· children walk round their village making noise, to replace bells that have flown to Rome    CZ, Holy Thur to Holy Sat
· decorating easter eggs     CZ, some days before Easter
· people can´t work in their gardens   CZ, Great Fri
· children look for eggs in houses or gardens, it is called egg hunt    GB, Easter Mon
· bells return to churches from Rome      CZ, Holy Sat
· [bookmark: _GoBack]boys whip girls with willow whips    CZ, Easter Mon
· people go to church    CZ, GB, the Holy Week
· people can´t eat meat (a big lent)     CZ, Good Fri
· eating chocolate or hard boiled eggs   CZ, GB, Easter Mon
· baking hot cross buns     GB, Good Fri
· girls pour water on boys	  CZ, Easter Mon  (depends on region)
· girls give eggs, chocolate or ribbons to boys         CZ, Easter Mon
· people eat something green      CZ, Holy Thur
· Pancake Races – women with a pancake on a pan run from the market to the church   GB, Shrove Tue
· a 40-days lent starts (the time of abstinence)    CZ, GB, Ash Wed
Which of the customs do you like? Why?
Which of them don´t you like? Why?

Celebration of new life. What´s new in the nature? Flowers and young animals! Match what pass together:
flowers:						young animals:
crocus		sněženka				sheep		calf
tulip		bledule				cat		puppy
snowdrop	tulipán					cow		duckling
snowflake	narcis					pig		lamb
daffodil	krokus					dog		gosling
							duck		kitten
							goose		piglet
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