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Task 1: Watch the video and answer the following questions about London:

1. What is the number of inhabitants?

2. How long is the history of London?

3. Who was the first king/queen to live in the Buckingham Palace?

4. Why is it called the Buckingham Palace?

5. What takes place at Buckingham Palace every day at 11 o’clock?

6. What is the name of the square opposite the Buckingham Palace?
7. What can you see in the middle of the square?

8. The memorial in the square is to commemorate the victory in a naval battle in 1805. Against whom was it?
9. Who are some of the artists whose priceless works can be found in the National Gallery?

10. What governmental institution is seated in the Westminster Palace?
11. What is the name of the tower Big Ben is in? 

12. What is the height of the London Eye?

13. What royal events typically take place in the Westminster Abbey?

14. What means of transport are mentioned?
15. What is Covent Garden Market popular for?

16. What does typical English breakfast consist of?

17. What is the typical meal of working class and what is Ale?

18. What makes Piccadilly Circus easy to recognize?

19. Who is actually the figure who is called Eros?

20. What and where is the Speakers’ Corner?

21. What is inside-out architecture?

22. What is the nickname of one of the modern buildings in London – the Swiss Re Tower?

23. In what style is the St. Paul’s Cathedral built and by whom?

24. What are some important events that happened in St. Paul’s Cathedral?

25. How many bridges over the river Thames are there in London?

26. What was the function of the Tower of London?

Task 2: Read the text about London and fill in the missing information:

London is the capital city of the UK lying on the river Thames. With more than 8 million inhabitants it’s the largest city in the UK and also EU. Its history started with the Romans about 2000 years ago.

Buckingham Palace, named after its original owner the Duke of Buckingham, is now the seat of the ___________. The first monarch to live here was ___________, whose memorial can be seen in front of the palace. The Changing of the ___________ taking place in front of the palace, belongs to the biggest tourist attractions in London. It takes place every day at 11 o’clock for about 30 minutes. The amount of tourists asks for the presence of “bobbies” as the policemen here are called. Why? After the prime minister Sir Robert (Bobby) Peel, who established the police force in England.

A wide street, The Mall, connects the Buckingham Palace with the ___________. The name comes from the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, which meant a famous naval victory of ___________ against Napoleon Bonaparte. Nelson’s statue can be found on the top of the ___________ in the middle of the square. On Trafalgar Square we can also visit the ___________, which presents works of such artists as Leonardo da Vinci, Claude Monet or Vincent van Gogh. Next to the Tate Modern Gallery it belongs to the most important and visited galleries not only in the UK.
Westminster Palace is the seat of both the lower and upper houses of ___________ – The House of Commons and the House of Lords. Of its three towers, the Clock Tower, later renamed Elizabethan Tower is the most famous one, thanks to the ___________ bell. It is probably the most famous landmark of London, together with the ___________, which is just across the river. It is 135 meters high and has 32 cabins. Close to the Westminster Palace, a little bit more to the south, there is the Westminster ___________, which is the traditional place for royal coronations and burials. Another building connected with top ceremonies it Saint Paul’s cathedral, where for example the ___________ of Prince Charles and Princess Diana, or the funeral of Winston ___________ and Margaret Thatcher took place. It’s a cathedral designed by ___________, in baroque style which was not typical in the late 17th century England. Its construction was part of the huge reconstruction of London after the ___________ in 1666.  
Talking about the landmarks of London, we have to say they are not only sights, but also means of transport. The red ___________ bus definitely belongs to them, as well as the typical taxi cars, called thanks to their colour ___________. We mustn’t forget the ___________, in London sometimes called the Tube, which is the oldest metro system in the world. The tracks have more than 400 km. 
London is not only a historical city, as can be seen for example at Piccadilly Circus, which is unmistakable with its ___________. There are also many high-tech buildings and inside-out architecture is no exception. These building save the space inside by installing service parts such as lifts, stairs or pipes outside the buildings. The Swiss Re Tower, thanks to its shape nicknamed the ___________, became a symbol of modern London. It belongs to the most environment-friendly buildings in the world saving about 50% of the energy compared to similar office buildings.

Last but not least we would like to mention one more dominant of London, and that is the river ___________ itself. It flows right through the city and with its 33 bridges belongs to the image of the city. The most often pictured bridge must be the ___________, which still lifts several times a week to let ships go through. 

Task 3: Can you name any other sight in London? What do you know about them?

Task 4: See a map of London a think about the places you would like to see and why. Then talk to your partner according to the instructions bellow.
Imagine the following situation:

You are planning a two-day trip to London with your friend. Talk together and decide which places you would like to see. Also talk about the details of the trip. The following ideas can help you:

· places to see

· time plan

· travelling to and in London

· accommodation

· costs

· other

· Zdroje Bridge DVD January-February 2014. Bridge Publishing House: Praha, 2014.
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