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[1] DVD The Merchant of Venice, 2004, vydalo nakladatelstvi ¢asopisu Bridge,

rocnik 2009-10




* X % r'j.
* * o
- * * L]

evropsky | % ‘t :

socialni . MINISTERSTVO SKOLSTVI, OP Vzdélavani
fondvCR EVROPSKA UNIE  MLADEZE A TELOVYCHOVY  pro konkurenceschopnost

INVESTICE DO ROZVOJE VZDELAVANI

Characters THE MERCHANT OF VENICE ¢jn02_kupec2

After watching the film The Merchant of Venice

Characters and the plot of the film The Merchant of Venice
Task 1

Here is a list of the characters in the film; write down who they are and what are their mutual
relationships.

Shylock
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Task 2

Read the following statements and decide who could have said them.

1.

2.

N

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

Task 3

1.
2.
3.

| would be the happiest man in the world if I could marry her but I have wasted my
fortune and now | am in debts. ......ccccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiicce,

Your father was a wise man and he knew that only the right man would choose the
right casket. ......cccccevvviieiiiiciicec,

You spat on me and called me a dog, and now you want my money.

Father, you should give the present to Bassanio — he gives new liveries and 1"d like to
become one of his servants. ........c.cccccevvveninenennnn

I must leave my father and become a Christian and your wife. .........cccccoovieiiiinnnn.
My wife Lea gave the ring to me, and she exchanged it for a monkey!

I choose lead which does not promise much. ..........cccccvevviiieinennenn,

I am all yours, and so is this house, these servants. .........ccccccoevvevieiieciicinenn,

My eyes are as sharp as yours and | have fallen in love, just like you.

If only I could see you before I die. ......ccceovevviiiiieeieinnns

People can’t explain why they can’t stand some things, and so | can’t tell why | hate
ANTONIO. ..o

Don’t argue with him, he is as hard as nails. .........cccccoceveierinninnne.

I"d lose my life, my wife, just to save YOuU. ........ccccccevverviiierinenne.

Be merciful, like God. .......ccoooiiiiiiiien,

If you knew the judge who | gave the ring to, you wouldn’t be so angry.

What do you think of the story? Did it end well or badly?
How did Shakespeare deal with the stereotype of a Jew?
What motifs are typical in Shakespeare’s comedies? Can you identify them?
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Solution

Task 1

Shylock — a Jewish money-lender, lives in a ghetto in Venice, Jessica’s father, hates Antonio
Antonio — a Venetian merchant, Bassanio’s friend, despises Shylock

Bassanio — a young Venetian nobleman, Antonio’s friend, Portia’s suitor and later husband
Portia — a young rich noblewoman from Belmont, likes Bassanio, becomes his wife

Jessica — Shylock’s daughter, doesn’t want to stay with him, becomes Lorenzo’s wife
Lorenzo — a young Venetian, Jessica’s suitor and later husband

Launcelot — the servant of Shylock and later of Bassanio, not very fond of Shylock

Nerissa — Portia’s maid and friend, falls in love with Gratiano, becomes his wife

Gratiano — Bassanio’s companion, falls in love with Nerissa, becomes her husband

Task 2

1 — Bassanio, 2 — Nerissa, 3 — Shylock, 4 — Launcelot, 5 — Jessica, 6 — Shylock,7 — Bassanio,
8 — Portia, 9 — Gratiano, 10 — Antonio, 11 — Shylock, 12 — Antonio, 13 — Bassanio,

14 — Portia, 15 - Bassanio

Task 3

1 and 2 — students” own answers

3 — for example the motifs of love and marriage, disguise, funny servants , jokes and
word play, happy end ...
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