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Writing a short review of the film The Merchant of Venice

Task 1

Put the words in the correct order to make questions about the film. Then answer the
questions.

1 is kind What of film it ?
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11 you did best Whose like acting ?

Task 2

Divide questions 1 — 14 into four paragraphs (do not change their order) to get a layout
of a film review.

The main topic of each paragraph is:
Paragraph 1 — background information
Paragraph 2 — the plot of the film
Paragraph 3 — your opinion on the film
Paragraph 4 - recommendation

Task 3

Write a short review of the film using your answers to Task 1 and 2, and add any other
ideas you like, especially your opinions and recommendation. Remember to use present
simple to describe the plot.
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Solution

Task 1
1 What kind of film is it? A drama/costume drama.
2 Who was it directed by? Michael Radford.

3 Who played the parts of Shylock, Antonio, Bassanio and Portia? Shylock — Al Pacino,
Antonio — Jeremy Irons, Bassanio — Joseph Fiennes, Portia — Lyn Collins.

4 What is the film based on? Shakespeare”s play The Merchant of Venice.
5 When and where is the story set? In the 16" century in Venice.
6 Who are the main characters? Shylock, Antonio, Bassanio, Portia, (Jessica).

7 What problems do they face? Shylock — loses his daughter and in the end also all his fortune
and religion; Antonio — goes bankrupt and almost loses his life because of his bond with
Shylock; Bassanio — is in debts and wants to woo Portia, has to choose the right casket to get
her, feels devastated because of Antonio’s troubles; Portia — has to fulfil her father’s will and
cannot choose her husband, tries to, and finally manages, to save Antonio; Jessica — escapes
from her father and has to cope with her father’s fate.

8 What is the turning point in Shylock’s life? When Jessica runs away from him with a
Christian and steals her father’s money.

9 What does Bassanio have to do to win Portia’s hand? To choose the right casket with her
portrait in it.

10 How and where does the drama culminate? At a trial in VVenice; Antonio is saved form
death by Portia’s trick and interpretation of law against Shylock.

11 Whose acting did you like best? Students” own answers.

12 What were the best scenes? Students” own answers.

13 What do you think about other aspects of the film? Students” own answers.
14 Is the film worth seeing? Students” own answers.

Task 2

Paragraph 1 — questions 1 — 4
Paragraph 2 — questions 5 — 10
Paragraph 3 — questions 11 — 13
Paragraph 4 — question 14
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