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1) Before you watch the film Oliver Twist, let’s test your knowledge of English literature
in the English literature mini - quiz below.

1) Underline the names of English/ British writers:

Gustave Flaubert, Henry David Thoreau, Leo Tolstoy, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Walter Scott,
Edgar Allan Poe, Thomas Moore, Truman Capote, Francis Scott Fitzgerald, Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
Kingsley Amis, Emile Zola, Geoffrey Chaucer, Miguel de Cervantes, Virginia Woolf

2) Match the authors with their works:

James Joyce Paradise Lost

Emily Bronté Waiting for Godot

Jane Austen Lord of the Flies

Lewis Carroll Ulysses

Samuel Beckett Sense and sensibility

John Galsworthy Wuthering Heights
William Golding Jane Eyre

George Gordon Byron Alice in Wonderland

John Milton Childe Harold'’s Pilgrimage
Charlotte Bronté The Forsyte Saga

3) Who created the following characters? Complete the names of the authors.
character author

Eliza Doolittle

Lemuel Gulliver

Sherlock Holmes

Dorian Gray

Hercule Poirot
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Mr. Hyde
4) Underline those books which were written by Charles Dickens:

Richard lll, Little Dorrit, Oliver Twist, Treasure Island, Bleak House, Robinson Crusoe, A Christmas
Carol, Vanity Fair, David Copperfield, War and Peace, The Old Man and the Sea, Mrs. Dalloway

5) Underline the famous characters which appeared in Charles Dickens” books:

Dr. Watson, Samuel Pickwick, Uriah Heep, Long John Silver, Fagin, Dr. Jekyll, Scarlett O’Hara,
Beowulf, Ebenezer Scrooge, Heathcliff

2) Brainstorming.

The film you are going to watch is based on the novel by Charles Dickens. Do you know anything
about his life? If so, tell it to the class.

3) Read the text about Charles Dickens.
CHARLES DICKENS (1812 - 1870)

Charles Dickens was an English novelist who came from a big family. He had seven brothers and
sisters. His parents were poor. Charles’ father owed some money and when Charles was 12 years old,
his father and the rest of the family had to go to prison because of his father’s debts.

Young Charles was the only one from the family who could earn money at that time. He had to leave
school and went to work 10 hours a day at a boot-blacking factory. The factory was dirty and full of
rats and Charles disliked working there. Later when Charles Dickens became a writer he wrote about
little boys working at factories in horrible conditions.

After some time Charles’ father inherited some money from a relative and he and the whole family
were released from prison. Charles started going to school again, but it wasn’t a very good school.
The teachers and especially the headmaster were very strict and the level of education was low.
Charles” memories from the school were later used in David Copperfield.

When Charles gave up his studies, he started to work at a law office and later as a reporter for
newspapers and magazines. Readers liked his articles and he started to be more and more successful.

He married Catherine Hogarth and together they had 10 children, but in 1858 they separated. In
1840s he became so popular that people recognized him in the streets - he was a real celebrity of
that time.

In 1865, he was in a train accident and never fully recovered. He died in 1870 at his home in Kent. He
is buried in Poet’s Corner at Westminster Abbey in London.
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4) Read the text in exercise 3 again and answer the following questions.
Who was Charles Dickens?

When was he born?

What was his family like?

Where did he have to work as a child? Why?

What sort of school did he go to?

What did he do as an adult?

Did he live with his wife all his life?

Where is he buried?

5) Vocabulary focus.

You are going to watch the film Oliver Twist based on one of Dickens'novels. The following words are
all used in the film.

Complete the definitions with the words below:

workhouse undertaker orphan funeral handkerchief

pickpocket murder execution burgle gallows

1) the wooden frame on which criminals used to be killed by hanging - .......ccccccevviiieeiinieee e,
2) in Britain in former times a place for the poorto live - ........cooovvviviveeiece e,

3) a piece of cloth or thin paper for drying the nose - .......cccccvvvveiecien e,

4) a ceremony of burying a dead person - .......ccccecvieeieeciee e,

5) a child whose parents are both dead - .........cccovvveeeeiiiiiiiciiireen.

6) a person whose job is to arrange funerals - ........ccccceeevieeeeiciieeecccineen,

7) to break into a building to steal from - .......ccccoeeciiiieiie e,

8) lawful killing as a punishment - ........ccccev i,

9) a person who steals things from people’s pockets, especially in a crowd - .........cccoecvvviiiiciieeeccnnennn,

10) the crime of killing a person intentionally - .......ccccceeeiieiieciiiee e,
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Answer Kkey:

1

1) Gustave Flaubert, Henry David Thoreau, Leo Tolstoy, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Walter
Scott, Edgar Allan Poe, Thomas Moore, Truman Capote, Francis Scott Fitzgerald, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Kingsley Amis, Emile Zola, Geoffrey Chaucer, Miguel de Cervantes, Virginia Woolf

2) Match the authors with their works:

James Joyce - Ulysses, Emily Bronte - Wuthering Heights, Jane Austen - Sense and sensibility, Lewis
Carroll - Alice in Wonderland, Samuel Beckett - Waiting for Godot, John Galsworthy - The Forsyte
Saga, William Golding - Lord of the Flies, George Gordon Byron - Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, John
Milton - Paradise Lost, Charlotte Bronté - Jane Eyre

3) Who created the following characters? Complete the names of the authors.

character author

Eliza Doolittle G. B. Shaw (Pygmalion)

Lemuel Gulliver Jonathan Swift (Gulliver’s Travels)

Sherlock Holmes Arthur Conan Doyle (various books)

Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde (The Picture of Dorian Gray)

Hercule Poirot Agatha Christie (various books)

Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson (Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll...)

4) Underline those books which were written by Charles Dickens:

Richard Ill, Little Dorrit, Oliver Twist, Treasure Island, Bleak House, Robinson Crusoe, A Christmas

Carol, Vanity Fair, David Copperfield, War and Peace, The Old Man and the Sea, Mrs. Dalloway

5) Underline the famous characters which appeared in Charles Dickens” books:

Dr. Watson, Samuel Pickwick, Uriah Heep, Long John Silver, Fagin, Dr. Jekyll, Scarlett O"Hara,

Beowulf, Ebenezer Scrooge, Heathcliff

4)
Who was Charles Dickens? - A famous English writer/ novelist.

When was he born? - In 1812.
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What was his family like? - It was big and poor.

Where did he have to work as a child? Why? - In the boot-blacking factory. He was the only one from
the family who could earn money. The rest of his family were in prison.

What sort of school did he go to? - A bad one which couldn’t offer him good education.
What did he do as an adult? - He worked at a law office, he was a reporter and a professional writer.
Did he live with his wife all his life? - No, they separated in 1858, although they had 10 children.

Where is he buried? - At Westminster Abbey in London.

5)

1) the wooden frame on which criminals used to be killed by hanging - gallows
2) in Britain in former times a place for the poor to live - workhouse

3) a piece of cloth or thin paper for drying the nose - handkerchief

4) a ceremony of burying a dead person - funeral

5) a child whose parents are both dead - orphan

6) a person whose job is to arrange funerals - undertaker

7) to break into a building to steal from - burgle

8) lawful killing as a punishment - execution

9) a person who steals things from people’s pockets, especially in a crowd - pickpocket
10) the crime of killing a person intentionally - murder
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[1] Longman dictionary of English language and culture. 2nd ed. Harlow Essex: Longman, 1998, xxiii,
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