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Stratford upon Avon - Land of Shakespeare

a/ William Shakespeare
Correct some mistakes in Shakespeare’ s biography:

He was born in Stratford upon Avon on 23rd April 1564. He was born to John
Shakespeare — dramatist — and Mary Arden. At the age 20, he married Ann
Hathaway, with whom he had three children: Susanna and twins Hamneth and
Judith. Judith died of unknown causes at the age of 11. Between 1585 and
1592, he began his successful career in London as an actor, poet and dramatist.
He became a part — owner of a playing company called Lord Chamberlain’

s Men, later known as the Queen’s Men. He wrote mainly tragedies as Hamlet,
Othello, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet and As You Like It. He was also the author
of many comedies such as: Merry Wives of Windsor, The Merchant of Venice
and Volpone the Fox. He was admired by the Queen Victoria, who supported
theatrical activity. He was the owner of the Globe theatre, which was built in
London.

b/ Now students are watching a short video on You Tube - Stratford
upon Avon - Land of Shakespeare. It' s almost 4 minutes long.

c/ Decide whether the following statements are true or false:
1. W. Shakespeare was born in Bridge Street.

2. He was the 3rd of 9 children.

3. Henley Street is lined with shops and cafés.

4. There are street performers to sell the souvenirs.

5. Hall” s Croft was the home of Susanna and her husband John Hall.
6. The grave of W. Shakespeare is situated in Shakespeare’s Church.
7. Shakespeare was two years younger than his wife.

8. Stratford lies 28 miles from Birmingham.
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d/ Students can watch the film once more, if possible.

e/ Complete these words into the following statements:
/legacy, play, baptised, ferry, final resting place, performers, raise, Cottage/

1. Stratford upon Avon is the birthplace and ......................... of the greatest
playwright the world has ever known, W. Shakespeare.

2. Today Henley Street is largely built on Shakespeare’s ............cccouueeu.nn.

3. Henley Street is lined with shops and cafés. There are
StreCt..unrecveeseaenannn, to amuse and entertain.

4. His school became New School — the place, where he saw his first
..................... and performed as an actor.

5. Charles Dickens helped to ................... 30 000 pounds needed to project
the building.

6. HeE WaS .....oveeeeeeveernn, in Shakespeare’s Church on 26th April 1564.

7. You can walk along the Avon river and take ...................... to the other
side.

8. There’s also Ann Hathaway’s .................... , Where he met 8 years older

woman who became his wife.
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f/ Homework for students : Answer the following questions:
1. Can you give me some names of Shakespeare’s plays?

2. Where is the Globe theatre? What do you know about it?
3. What was the theatre like in Elizabethan times?

4. Do you think Shakespeare is popular today? Why?

5. Which sights can you see in Stratford?

Sources:

[1] William Shakespeare. In: Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia [online]. San Francisco (CA): Wikimedia
Foundation, 2001- [cit. 2014-05-2]. Dostupné z: http://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Shakespeare

[2] Philip Dean: Stratford-upon-Avon - Land of Shakespeare, videoukdzka (3:24) [cit. 2014-05-2]
Dostupné z: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= XECOwVsJGY
Video k prohlédnuti online.
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Key

a/ William Shakespeare

He was born in Stratford upon Avon on 23rd April 1564. He was born to John
Shakespeare — glovemaker — and Mary Arden. At the age 18, he married Ann
Hathaway, with whom he had three children : Susanna and twins Hamneth and
Judith. Hamneth died of unknown causes at the age of 11. Between 1585 and
1592, he began his successful career in London as an actor, poet and dramatist.
He became a part — owner of a playing company called Lord Chamberlain*

s Men, later known as the King‘s Men. He wrote mainly tragedies as Hamlet,
Othello, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth. He was also the author of
many comedies such as: Merry Wives of Windsor, The Merchant of Venice and
As You Like It. He was admired by the Queen Elizabeth, who supported
theatrical aktivity. He was the owner of the Globe theatre, which was built in
Stratford.

c/
1. F Henley Street

2.F8

3.T

4. F to amuse and entertain
5T

6. T

7. F 8 years

8. 22 miles
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final resting place
legacy
performers

play

raise

baptised

ferry

cottage
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