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Characters in the film

While (or after) watching the film, complete each character with their description, i. e. who they are, what is
their relationship to other characters and what are their personality traits.

Shylock Antonio Bassanio
Portia Jessica Lorenzo
Launcelot Nerissa Gratiano

After-watching activities

Answer these questions.
e How does each character’s story end?
e Which characters are ambiguous? Give your opinions and explain your reasons.
e What is the role of women in the play?
e The play presents a lot of different motifs; describe scenes which were: serious or tragic, humorous or
ridiculing, motifs of fairy-tales.
Shakespeare’s plays and his characters are said to be timeless. Is it true about this play, too?
e Do you think the film-makers™ goal was to be faithful to Shakespeare’s play or did they want to
"modernize" the story?
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Solution

Students complete the chart with the names of film characters and personality traits. They also think
about detailed answers to the following questions. The whole lesson is organised as a class
discussion. The teacher helps to point out the most important features of Shakespeare’s comedies
(i.e. — motifs of love and marriage, disguise, language wit) and helps them understand how
Shakespeare dealt with the stereotype of a Jew in his play.
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