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Evaluate the film. 
 
• What do you think of the cast and their performance? Who did you like best/least? 
• What were the best scenes? 
• Did you find the film spectacular? Why/not? 
• Was it difficult for you to follow the language which was often very close to Shakespeare´s original 
play? 
• Do you think the film-makers´ goal was to be faithful to Shakespeare´s play or did they want to 
"modernize" the story? 
• Write a short review of the film (about 150 words). 
 
Writing a review 
 
The following exercise will help you revise what you already know about the proper form and language of a film 
review. 
Read the tips and cross out options which you consider incorrect or not suitable. 

• In paragraph 1, you should include: genre of  film / name of  film / how the film ends / your 
recommendation / names of  starring actors and the director / your opinions of acting / awards / date 

• In paragraph 2, you should describe: the main heroes / the soundtrack / the plot in a nutshell / how the 
film ends / the plot in a detail / the main star´s acting / where and when the film is set 

• In paragraph 3, you should present: a recommendation / when and where the film is set / your opinions 
of acting, screenplay, costumes and other aspects of the film / awards 

• In paragraph 4, you should : summarise your views / say how the film ends / recommend it  
• You describe the plot of the film using: past simple and continuous / present simple / any tenses you 

want 
• To attract the reader, try to use: common ( weak ) adjectives like good or bad / strong adjectives  like  

stunning or amazing  
• If you are writing a review for a student´s magazine, you can use informal / formal style. 
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Solution 
The first part of the lesson may be organised as a group discussion in which students evaluate the 
film and share their opinions using the questions. 

The second task is focused on the revision of the structure and language of a film review. After 
checking the answers students write down their reviews or, if you are short of time, you may assign 
the review as their homework. 

Paragraph 1 – name of film, genre of film, date, names of starring actors and the director, awards 

Paragraph 2 – where and when the film is set, the main heroes, the plot in a nutshell (how the film 
ends – optional) 

Paragraph 3 – your opinions of acting, screenplay, costumes and other aspects of the film 

Paragraph 4 – summarise your views, recommend it 

Use present simple to describe the plot. 

Use strong adjectives. 

You can use informal style. 
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