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the film: Jane Eyre directed by Franco Zeffirelli, USA, 1996, 112 min.
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1) Pairwork. You have already watched the whole film. Answer these questions with your partner:

1) Why did Jane have to live with her aunt Mrs. Reed?

2) Why do you think she was mistreated there by her aunt and her children?

3) What’s Jane’s personality like?

4) Could you describe in detail what methods of "education" were used at Lowood school?

5) What typical features did the majority of staff have at Lowood?

6) Why was the relationship between Jane and Helen Burns so strong?

7) In what ways was the adult Jane different from other women of her age?

8) Why in your opinion did Mr. Rochester fall in love with her? Why did she fall in love with him?
9) What sort of person was Mr. Rochester? Try to describe him in detail.

10) Did you like the way the film ended? Why? /Why not?

2)_Match the names of the film characters with their descriptions.

Adele Varens Grace Poole  Miss Ingram  Mrs. Fairfax  Mr. Brocklehurst Helen Burns
Edward Rochester Mrs. Reed

1) - a beautiful but snobbish and heartless wealthy girl who would

2) e - an elderly, kind woman who is a housekeeper at Thornfield Hall.

3) - Jane’s employer who was tricked into an unfortunate marriage to
an insane woman. He’s truly in love with Jane.

A) e - Jane’s aunt who treats Jane like a burden and discourages her

D) e - Jane’s best friend at Lowood who refuses to hate those who abuse
her and teaches Jane to be a good Christian.

2 I - the cruel and heartless director of Lowood who likes punishing girls
even for something they haven’t done.
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7) e - a young French girl whose mother used to be Mr. Rochester’s
mistress and abandoned the little girl. Jane arrives at Thornfield Hall to be her governess.

8) e - a nurse hired to look after Mr. Rochester’s insane wife Bertha.

What's your personal opinion of the characters above? Do you think they are realistic? Why?/ Why

not?
3) Speaking. Try to retell the story to your partner. Include your opinion of the film as well.
4) Writing. Write a short (120 - 150 words) film review about Jane Eyre.

Include the following information:

name of the film, the director, main stars
when and where it was shot

the plot

why would /wouldn’t you recommend the film
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Answer key:
1)

1) Why did Jane have to live with her aunt Mrs. Reed? - Because her parents had died, she was an
orphan.

2) Why do you think she was mistreated there by her aunt and her children? - Aunt Reed’s husband
wished Jane lived with his family before he died, but his wife hated Jane and thought she was a
burden. That’s why she abused Jane. Mrs. Reed was a thoroughly hateful character, there was no
good in her.

3) What's Jane’s personality like? - She is a kind, sensitive and independent young woman. She can
look after herself.

4) Could you describe in detail what methods of ,education” were used at Lowood school? - The girls
were severely punished for only small offences, sometimes even unjustly. The education was really
tough and the living conditions were extremely harsh.

5) What typical features did the majority of staff have at Lowood? - Some of them were cruel, even
brutal people.

6) Why was the relationship between Jane and Helen Burns so strong? - Both of them were looking
for somebody kind, loving who would support them mentally.

7) In what ways was the adult Jane different from other women of her age? - She was independent.
She could make her own living.

8) Why in your opinion did Mr. Rochester fall in love with her? Why did she fall in love with him? -
They both had a lot in common - their previous lives were unhappy, they were looking for a soul
mate.

9) What sort of person was Mr. Rochester? Try to describe him in detail. - Although he wasn’t
handsome, there was something attractive in him, he was a straightforward person, not pretending
anything. He was intelligent, too.

10) Did you like the way the film ended? Why? /Why not? - pupils” own opinion
2)

1) Miss Ingram - a beautiful but snobbish and heartless wealthy girl who would like to marry Mr.
Rochester

2) Mrs. Fairfax - an elderly, kind woman who is a housekeeper at Thornfield Hall
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3) Edward Rochester - Jane’s employer who was tricked into an unfortunate marriage to an insane
woman. He’s truly in love with Jane.

4) Mrs. Reed - Jane’s aunt who abuses Jane, treats her like a burden and discourages her children to
be kind to Jane.

5) Helen Burns - Jane’s best friend at Lowood who refuses to hate those who abuse her and teaches
Jane to be a good Christian.

6) Mr. Brocklehurst - the cruel and heartless director of Lowood who likes punishing girls even for
something they haven’t done.

7) Adele Varens - a young French girl whose mother used to be Mr. Rochester’s mistress and
abandoned the little girl. Jane arrives at Thornfield Hall to be her governess.

8) Grace Poole - a nurse hired to look after Mr. Rochester’s insane wife Bertha.
4)

Information about the film

director: Franco Zeffirelli, main stars: Charlotte Gainsbourg as Jane, William Hurt as Mr. Rochester,
shot on location in Yorkshire, the UK in 1996

Source: www.wikipedia.com

the film: Jane Eyre directed by Franco Zeffirelli, Great Britain, France, Italy, USA, 1996, 112 min.
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