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OLIVER TWIST 2 - WHILE WATCHING THE FILM, B2
1) Brainstorming.

The novel Oliver Twist was written by the English author Charles Dickens. You have already read an
article about him. Take it in turns in the class to write on the blackboard as much as possible about
his life and work.

2) Watch the first part of the film Oliver Twist (chapter 1 - 8) individually at home and
mark these statements true or false. Correct the statements that are false.
1 Oliver came to the workhouse to get good education.

2 At the workhouse he was taught by the adult supervisors how to work properly.
3 The workhouse was a nice place where the boys had enough privacy and were fed well.
4 Oliver asked for more food, because the boys weren’t given enough.

5 The supervisor didn’t mind him asking for more food.

6 Oliver left the workhouse and went to work for an undertaker, Mr. Sowerberry.
7 Mrs. Sowerberry treated Oliver nicely, as her own son.

8 Oliver was given dog’s food at the undertaker’s house.

9 Oliver had to sleep in a coffin.

10 Noah Claypole became Oliver’s best friend.

11 Oliver attacked Noah Claypole, because Noah had provoked him.

12 Oliver called Mrs. Sowerberry a liar.

13 Oliver ran away from the undertaker and wanted to go to London.

14 The 70 miles long journey to London was hard, because it was freezing.

15 Eventually, Oliver managed to get to London after a seven day long journey.
16 In London, Oliver was looked after by a boy nicknamed the Artful Dodger.

17 Dodger takes Oliver to Fagin who is an old leader of a pickpocket gang.

18 Fagin is kind to Oliver giving him some money and a pair of boots.

19 Fagin and his boys teach Oliver how to pickpocket in the streets.
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20 Oliver is caught stealing a handkerchief from an elderly gentleman.
21 Oliver is taken in front of a magistrate and is making a fool of him pretending to beill.

22 The owner of the bookshop in front of which the theft had taken place witnessed to say Oliver
hadn’t stolen the handkerchief.

23 Mr. Brownlow took Oliver to stay at his house until he gets better.
24 Bill Sykes is an honest London citizen.

25 Fagin is afraid Oliver might get him in trouble.

26 Nancy is Oliver’s sister.

3) Check the correct answers to exercise 2 with your teacher. Ask about any problems you
might have had while watching the film.

4) Vocabulary focus. What do the following expressions from exercise 2 mean? Try to
explain their meaning in English.

workhouse, supervisor, privacy, be fed, undertaker, coffin, be nicknamed, pickpocket gang,

handkerchief, pretend, citizen

5) Pair work. Tell your partner what the first part of the film was about. Include your own
opinion of it as well.
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Answer key:

2)
1 Oliver came to the workhouse to get good education. F - He came there to work.

2 At the workhouse he was taught by the adult supervisors how to work properly. F - One of the boys
told him what to do.

3 The workhouse was a nice place where the boys had enough privacy and were fed well. F - It was a
terrible, dirty place where the boys were starving.

4 Oliver asked for more food, because the boys weren’t given enough. T

5 The supervisor didn’t mind him asking for more food. F - The supervisor got furious.

6 Oliver left the workhouse and went to work for an undertaker, Mr. Sowerberry. T

7 Mrs. Sowerberry treated Oliver nicely, as her own son. F - She hated Oliver.

8 Oliver was given dog’s food at the undertaker’s house. T

9 Oliver had to sleep in a coffin. F - He had to sleep on a mat on the floor.

10 Noah Claypole became Oliver’s best friend. F - Noah treated Oliver baldly, humiliated him.

11 Oliver attacked Noah Claypole, because Noah had provoked him. T

12 Oliver called Mrs. Sowerberry a liar. T

13 Oliver ran away from the undertaker and wanted to go to London. T

14 The 70 miles long journey to London was hard, because it was freezing. F - It was warm / summer.
15 Eventually, Oliver managed to get to London after a seven day long journey. T

16 In London, Oliver was looked after by a boy nicknamed the Artful Dodger. T

17 Dodger takes Oliver to Fagin who is an old leader of a pickpocket gang. T

18 Fagin is kind to Oliver giving him some money and a pair of boots. T

19 Fagin and his boys teach Oliver how to pickpocket in the streets. T

20 Oliver is caught stealing a handkerchief from an elderly gentleman. F - He didn’t steal it himself.

21 Oliver is taken in front of a magistrate and is making a fool of him pretending to be ill. F - He really
isill.
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22 The owner of the bookshop in front of which the theft had taken place witnessed to say Oliver
hadn’t stolen the handkerchief. T

23 Mr. Brownlow took Oliver to stay at his house until he gets better. T
24 Bill Sykes is an honest London citizen. F - He's a criminal, an evil person.
25 Fagin is afraid Oliver might get him in trouble. T

26 Nancy is Oliver’s sister. F - She pretends to be in order to find him.

Sources:
the film: Oliver Twist directed by Roman Polanski, UK | Czech Republic | France | Italy, 2005, 130
min.
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