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OLIVER TWIST 4 - AFTER WATCHING THE FILM, B2

1) You have watched the film Oliver Twist. Answer these questions about the film in
detail. Discuss the questions in small groups.

a) Why did Oliver have to live in the workhouse, although he didn’t like it there?

b) Which film characters treated Oliver badly? Why?

c) Were there any people, except for Mr. Brownlow, who were nice to Oliver? Give examples.
d) What was the nature of relationship between Oliver and Fagin?

e) Why didn’t Nancy want to betray Bill Sykes?

f) What words would you use to describe Bill Sykes” personality?

g) Why did Mr. Brownlow look after Oliver and gave him education?

h) Why did Oliver want to visit Fagin in prison?

i) In your opinion, was Fagin a good or a bad character?

2) Quiz. Do you think you know Charles Dickens” works well? Let’s find out. Choose the
correct possibility each time.

1) Charles Dickens wrote mainly:
a) poems

b) short stories

c) novels

d) theatre plays

2) He was the greatest writer of:
a) Elizabethan period

b) the end of 19" century

¢) Victorian period

d) the end of 18" century

3) Which of these books was not written by Charles Dickens?

a) The Pickwick Papers
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b) A Christmas Carol

c) David Copperfield

d) The Picture of Dorian Gray

4) Which of these statements isn't true?

a) Charles Dickens was a social critic.

b) He published some of his works in newspapers and magazines.
c) Dickens’ literary characters do not lack psychological depth.
d) Dickens campaigned for children’s rights and education.

5) Dickens as a writer can be considered a representative of:
a) naturalism

b) romanticism

c) realism

d) the stream of consciousness

3) Writing. Write a short review of the film Oliver Twist. It should have between 120 and
150 words.

Include the following information:

name of the film, the director, main stars
when and where it was shot

the plot

why would /wouldn’t you recommend the film
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Answer key:
1)

a) Why did Oliver have to live in the workhouse, although he didn’t like it there?
He was an orphan and had nobody to look after him.
b) Which film characters treated Oliver badly? Why?

Mrs. Sowerberry hated him, because she thought he was a burden who eats a lot. Noah Claypole
wanted to show his superiority over Oliver. Bill Sykes, because he was selfish and full of hatred.

c) Were there any people, except for Mr. Brownlow, who were nice to Oliver? Give examples.

The old lady he met on his way to London who fed him a take him home when she found him
exhausted. Nancy liked Oliver, because she saw herself when she was small in him, perhaps. Mrs.
Bedwin, Mr. Brownlow’s housekeeper, because she was a kind-hearted woman. The Artful Dodger
helped Oliver to get from the street.

d) What was the nature of relationship between Oliver and Fagin?

It was a special relationship. On the one hand, Fagin taught Oliver how to pickpocket and used him in
certain ways, on the other hand he probably partially substituted father to Oliver.

e) Why didn’t Nancy want to betray Bill Sykes?
She was in love with him and wanted to stay true and faithful. She was strongly dependent on him.
f) What words would you use to describe Bill Sykes” personality?

Sykes is an evil character. He has no positive feelings, he’s cruel and reckless. He behaves really
selfishly most of the time and wants to use everyone in his own advantage.

g) Why did Mr.Brownlow look after Oliver and gave him education?
He thought there’s goodness in Oliver. He didn’t want him to become a criminal.
h) Why did Oliver want to visit Fagin in prison?

Because he pitied him. They didn’t have such a bad relationship after all. Oliver wanted Fagin to pray
with him, but Fagin wasn’t capable of it or he wasn’t willing to do so.

i) In your opinion, was Fagin a good or a bad character?

It’s hard to say. As an old cunning criminal, he was a bad person who taught little boys how to steal,
on the other hand, for some of the boys that was probably the only way how to survive.

2)
1c, 2c¢, 3d, 4c, 5¢
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