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Passive

Trpný rod



Passive
• The passive is: 

be (not) + past participle

present simple regular verbs - ed (played, cleaned)     

past simple

irregular verbs – past participle

(done, taken, driven)                                       

The car is cleaned every week.        Compare: 

The teacher reads the book every day. (active)   

Present simple

The car was cleaned yesterday.         The book is read every day. (passive)

Past simple



• Was/were

I was born in Prague in 1981.

Where were you born? In Nymburk?

• Passive + by

The telephone was invented by Graham Bell.

Hamlet was written by Shakespeare.

I was bitten by the dog when I was a child.



Present continuous passive
Is being done / has been done

• Somebody is cleaning the window.(active)

• The window is being cleaned. (passive)

• My car is broken. It is being repaired.

• The flat is being cleaned. 

Compare the present simple and continuous:

• The office is cleaned every day. 

• The office is being cleaned at the moment. 



Present perfect passive
has/have been

• Before now

• The painter has painted the picture.         The picture has been painted.

• My car has been washed. (passive)

• My wallet has been stolen. (passive)

Compare the present perfect and past simple:

The office was cleaned yesterday.  (past simple)

The office has been cleaned. It isn´t dirty any more.  (present perfect)
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