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PAST SIMPLE
Minulý čas prostý



Past Simple
• We use Past simple to talk:

1) To talk about actions and situations which happened
and finished in the past

He bought new car yesterday.
During our last English class we asked her many questions.

2) To talk about actions/events which happened in the
past one after another (we often use the Past simple in 
stories)

Sue finished her homework and went to visit her friend.
I switched off the computer and locked the door. 



Time expressions
• Time adverbials used to the Past Simple

• - yesterday (morning/evening), last 
(year/month/week/Friday/night), in (March/1990/ 
the 1980´s), (two days/a week/five years) ago, 
when I was (10/young), one (day/morning)



Was/were
1) Am/is (present) → was (past)

• I´m tired (now)   x    I was tired last night.

• The weather is good today. X The weather was
good last week.

2) Are (present) → were (past)

• You are late. (now)     x     You were late yesterday.

• They aren´t here (now).  X They weren´t here last 
Sunday.



Positive, negative, question
was/were

• I, he, she, it was
• We, you, they were

• I, he, she, it was not/wasn´t
• We, you, they were not/weren´t

• Was I? he? she? it? ……..
• Were we? you? they? …….

Last year Ann was 23, so she is 24 now.
When I was child, I was afraid of animals.
Was the weater nice, when you were on holiday?
Where were you last Monday?



Past simple negative and 
question

• We use did in the past simple negatives and questions:
• Do/does (present) → did (past)

I don´t watch TV very often.    X      I didn´t watch TV 
yesterday night.
• We use did/didn´t + infinitive (watch/play/go)

I watched x I didn´t watch.
They played x  they didn´t play
She had    x she didn´t have
• We use   Did + subject + infinitive in questions:
Did your brother phone you?
What did you do last night?
Where did you go for your last holiday?



Short answer
• Yes , I/we/you/they did

he/she/it did

• No,   I/ we/you/they didn´t

he/she/ it didn´t

Did you meet John yesterday?    No, I didn´t.

Did it rain last Monday? Yes, it did.

Did they have a good holiday? Yes, they did.
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