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Present perfect
• We form the present perfect tense by to have

[have, has] and the past participle [–ED form of 
regular verbs or 3rd form of irregular verbs ].

• HAVE/HAS + past participle

I have opened the window.

Tim has closed the door.

Peter has broken his leg.

I have already written the letter.



Present perfect simple
• We use present perfect tense for happenings which started 

in the past but continue to the present. Present perfect 
tense covers the interval between some point in the past 
and “now”. “Perfect” puts stress on the progress of the 
action.

I have lived in London for seven years. >>> I still live in London. 
You can visit me here.

• We also use present perfect tense for actions which 
happened only recently and have some impact on the 
present.

She has been to Rome two times.
I have cleaned my flat. >>>> My flat was dirty. This morning I 
started the cleaning it. Now it is clean.



Time adverbials

• We often use the Present Perfect Simple with the
time adverbials already, just and yet.

• Already and just are used in affirmative sentences,

He has already done his homework.

I have just finished ironing.

• Ever is used in questions,

Have you ever been to Thailand.

Has Sue ever called you back?

• Yet is used in negative sentences and questions

I haven´t told him yet.

Have you prepared your dinner yet?



• For, since, already, yet, recently

• We use present perfect tense with FOR, SINCE, RECENTLY, YET 
and ALREADY
We can also use present perfect with SO FAR, UP TO NOW

• Recently

• - in near past [probable influence on the present]
Have you seen Bill recently? [No, I haven’t seen him for ages.]
[Have you heard about the new train company?] No, I haven’t 
travelled by train much recently.
• Since

• - from a certain point in the past to now
I was foolish as a child. I have grown up since then.
I haven’t seen him at all since the last briefing.
• For

• - describes a period of time of given length
I have been ill for two weeks.
I haven’t spoken with Jill for ages.



• Never, ever, always

- we often use present perfect to show that
a) something has existed during the past as well as at 

present without any limits
I have ever thought that...
John has ever wanted to visit Australia. Neither of these 
sentences sound natural nor do they work. We would use 
forever in these… and in different word order…

b) something has not existed at any time, including the 
present
John has never wanted to travel to Russia.
I have never seen such beautiful view in my whole life.
• First experiences

• - we also use present perfect tense to describe first 
experiences

This is the first time I have ever driven the car.



Present perfect
continuous

• We use present perfect continuous to talk about
activities:

• Which started in the past and continue up to now,

I have been teaching in this school since 2011.

• From the recent past which have
results/consequences in the present,

Look at them! They have been arquing.



Present perfect
• We use PP simple to stress on the result of an activity

(when answering the question How much? Or How

many?). We use the PP continuous to focus on the
activity itself (when answering the question How

long?).

I´ve done ten presentations about politics.

(focus on the result of activity – ten presentations.)

They have played five matches. ( How many?)

They have been playing all day. (How long?)

• Present perfect simple we can use only with stative 

verbs (know, have, understand, believe, like.)

I have known Sally for fiveyears.

She has always liked steaks. 
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