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Modal verbs

Moddini (zpUusobovd) sloveso



Modal verbs

Can, could, may, might, must, musn’t, should

Have only a present form (exception — could), in
other tenses we use different structures (must — had
to)

Only one form (no =s in the third person singular, no
—ing, no —ed forms)

Form questions by inversion (a subject and a modal
verb change places) and negative sentences by
adding not after or fo a modal verb

Do not come directly one after another
They are followed by infinifives without to



Obligations

e To express obligation, we use:
 Must (I need to doit)

She must call to the dentist.

| must go to the hospital.

e Musin’t (must not) - it is necessery NOT to do it it is
wrong thing to do

| must hurry. | musnt’t be late.

 Have to if we talk about obligation imposed by rules
or other people

You have to take pills twice a day.
| have to be at school at 8 o clock.



 To express lack of obligation (to say that something
IS unnecessary), we use:

« Don’t need to (to do something) —it is not necessery
He doesn’t need to get up early. It’s Sunday.

You don” t need to shout. | can hear you.

« Don’t have to

You don’t have to go yet. | can stay a little longer.

He doesn’t have to help his father in the garden.
 Needn't

You needn’t tell anybody about itf. It’s a secret.



Obligation or giving advice

e To express obligation or give advice, we use:

 Should - itis a good thing to do, is the right thing to
do:

It’s a good show. You should go and see it.
« Shouldn’t —itis not a good thing to do
You shouldn’t go to bed so late.

« We often say I think...... should

| think | should go home now. It’s late.

e Another way to say should is ought to

It’s a good film. You ought to go and see it.



Permission

e toO express or to ask for permission, we use:
« Can, could

Can | go to the toilete

Could you pass me the ketchup@e

e | know how to do it, oritis possible for me to do it:
| can play tennis and my brother can play chess.
Can you dance?¢

 May, might

| may/might go to the cinema this afternoon.
Joe may/might not come to the party.
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