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Past simple questions 

To be  



To be – past simple questions 

She was ill last week. 

Was she ill last week? 
 

The weather was nice yesterday. 

Was  the weather nice yesterday? 
 

The shoes were expensive. 

Were the shoes expensive? 
 

How do we make the questions? 



To be – past simple questions 

Was I ill? 

Were you at home? 

Was he at school? 

Was she tall? 

Was it nice? 

Were we good at it? 

Were you students? 

Were they expensive? 



Make questions. 

1. I was ill last month. 

2. Richard was very lucky last week. 

3. Bananas were cheaper last year. 

4. It was windy at the weekend. 

5. The pictures were beautiful. 

6. Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Richard was very lucky last week. 

3.  Bananas were cheaper last year. 

4.  It was windy at the weekend. 

5.  The pictures were beautiful. 

6.  Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Was Richard very lucky last week? 

3.  Bananas were cheaper last year. 

4.  It was windy at the weekend. 

5.  The pictures were beautiful. 

6.  Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Was Richard very lucky last week? 

3.  Were bananas cheaper last year? 

4.  It was windy at the weekend. 

5.  The pictures were beautiful. 

6.  Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Was Richard very lucky last week? 

3.  Were bananas cheaper last year? 

4.  Was it windy at the weekend? 

5.  The pictures were beautiful. 

6.  Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Was Richard very lucky last week? 

3.  Were bananas cheaper last year? 

4.  Was it windy at the weekend? 

5.  Were the pictures beautiful? 

6.  Judy was at home on Monday. 



Make questions. 

1.  Were you ill last month? 

2.  Was Richard very lucky last week? 

3.  Were bananas cheaper last year? 

4.  Was it windy at the weekend? 

5.  Were the pictures beautiful? 

6.  Was Judy at home on Monday? 



What, where, when, why, … 

•  When were you at the doctor’s? 

•  What was in the box? 

•  Where was Jill yesterday? 

•  Why were they angry? 



Make questions. Ask about the underlined words. 

Example: 
 

•  We were at the sea last summer. 

•  When were you at the sea? 



 

•  We were at the sea last summer. 



 

•  We were at the sea last summer. 

•  Where were you last summer? 



 

•  Tom was ill last week. 



 

• Tom was ill last week. 

•  When was Tom ill? 



 

•  Mrs Brown was at the theatre on Saturday. 



 

•  Mrs Brown was at the theatre on Saturday. 

•  Who was at the theatre on Saturday? 



 

•  These jeans were really cheap. 



 

•  These jeans were really cheap. 

•  What was cheap? 



 

•  Ann was at the doctor’s, because she was ill. 



 

•  Ann was at the doctor’s, because she was ill. 

•  Why was Ann at the doctor’s? 



 

•  My friends were in the mountains yesterday. 



 

•  My friends were in the mountains yesterday. 

•  Where were your friends yesterday? 



 

•  Bill and Jane were very sad last night. 



 

•  Bill and Jane were very sad last night. 

•  Who was sad last night? 





Short answers 

•  Were you at school last week? 
     

Yes, I was. 
No, I wasn’t. 

•  Was it sunny on Sunday? 
     

Yes, it was. 

No, it wasn’t. 

•  Were they at the party? 
     

Yes, they were. 

No, they weren’t. 



Answer the question. 

1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? (+) 

2. Was your holiday nice? (+) 

3. Were the boys tall? (-) 

4. Was the concert good? (-) 

5. Were the pupils good at English? (+) 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? (+) 

3. Were the boys tall? (-) 

4. Was the concert good? (-) 

5. Were the pupils good at English? (+) 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? (-) 

4. Was the concert good? (-) 

5. Were the pupils good at English? (+) 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? (-) 

5. Were the pupils good at English? (+) 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? No, it wasn’t. 

5. Were the pupils good at English? (+) 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? No, it wasn’t. 

5. Were the pupils good at English? Yes, they were. 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? (-) 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? No, it wasn’t. 

5. Were the pupils good at English? Yes, they were. 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? No, they weren’t. 

7. Was the shop open? (-) 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? No, it wasn’t. 

5. Were the pupils good at English? Yes, they were. 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? No, they weren’t. 

7. Was the shop open? No, it wasn’t. 

8. Were they at the sea last summer? (+) 



1. Was Henry at his granny’s in August? Yes, he was. 

2. Was your holiday nice? Yes, it was. 

3. Were the boys tall? No, they weren’t. 

4. Was the concert good? No, it wasn’t. 

5. Were the pupils good at English? Yes, they were. 

6. Were Sally and Mary at the party? No, they weren’t. 

7. Was the shop open? No, it wasn’t. 

8. Were they at the sea last summer?  Yes, they were. 

 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel ___ 15, so she ___ 16 now. 

2. Today the weather ___ sunny, but yesterday it 
___ rainy. 

3. I ___ thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I ___ very tired last night. 

5. Where ___ you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather ___ sunny, but yesterday it 
___ rainy. 

3. I ___ thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I ___ very tired last night. 

5. Where ___ you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I ___ thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I ___ very tired last night. 

5. Where ___ you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I ___ very tired last night. 

5. Where ___ you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I was very tired last night. 

5. Where ___ you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I was very tired last night. 

5. Where were you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They ___ very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I was very tired last night. 

5. Where were you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They are very expensive. 

7. This time last year I ___ in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I was very tired last night. 

5. Where were you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They are very expensive. 

7. This time last year I was in London. 

8. ‘Where ___  the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 



Write am/is/are (present) or was/were (past). 

1. Last year Rachel was 15, so she is 16 now. 

2. Today the weather is sunny, but yesterday it was 
rainy. 

3. I am thirsty. Can I have something to drink? 

4. I feel fine today, but I was very tired last night. 

5. Where were you last Tuesday? 

6. Don’t buy those shoes. They are very expensive. 

7. This time last year I was in London. 

8. ‘Where are the children.’ ‘I don’t know. I can’t 
see them.’ 
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