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PAST SIMPLE x PAST CONTINUOUS
WORKSHEET
Exercise 1:
Choose the correct answer.
1. When I saw Dave, he __________.
a) is working
b) worked
c) was working

2. __________ when the telephone rang?
a) Were you sleeping
b) Did you sleeping
c) Were sleeping

3. You __________ me, did you?
a) understood
b) weren’t understanding
c) didn’t understand

4. When __________ yesterday morning?
a) you got up
b) did you get up
c) were you getting up

5. While I __________ to work, I saw an accident.
a) drove
b) was driving
c) did drive

6. My brother and sister__________ tennis at 11 am yesterday.
a) played
b) were playing
c) was playing

7. I __________ John in town yesterday , he ___________ .
a) was meeting, was shopping
b) met, was shopping
c) was meeting, he shopped

8. _______________ a shower when I _______________?
a) Was he having, called
b) Did he have, called
c) Did he have, was calling

9. The thieves ___________ to the house while the man ______________ .
a) was coming, slept
b) came, was sleeping
c) were coming, was sleeping

10. While my brother __________, my grandma __________ some muffins.
a) studyied, made
b) was studying, was making
c) was studying, made

Exercise 2:
Write the correct form of the verb – past simple or past continuous.
1. While she ___________________ (do) her homework, her father ____________________ (come) home.
2. I _________________ (watch) TV when my aunt_____________________ (come).
3. We ___________________(play) cards when the fire___________________ (start).
4. He __________________(give) her the ring as the train __________________(leave).
5. He _________________ (study) at Oxford when the war ___________________ (begin).
6. Matt ____________________ (phone) while we _____________________ (have) dinner.
7. What ____________________ (you/do) at this time yesterday?
8. _____________________ (you/go) out last night? No, I was too tired.
9. How fast ___________________________ (you/drive) when the accident _______________ (happen)?
10. Last night I _____________________ (drop) a plate when I ____________________ (do) the washing up.

Exercise 3:
Are the following sentences right or wrong? Correct the wrong ones:
1. I was learning to ski when I was 6 years old.
2. Ann fell asleep while she was reading a book.
3. When I was young, I was wanting to be a pilot.
4. It rained when I got up.
5. What did you do at 10pm last night?
6. I saw you in the park. You were sitting on the grass.
7. I hurt my back while I worked in the garden.
8. I walked home after the party last night.
9. I was hearing the news when I was cooking a dinner.
10. Jane baked a lot of cookies for him.



ANSWERS:
EX 1:
1. c) was working
2. a) were you sleeping
3. c) didn’t understand
4. b) did you get up
5. b) was driving
6. b) were playing
7. b) met, was shopping
8. a) Was he having, called
9. b) came, was sleeping
10. b) was studying, was making
EX 2:
1. was doing, came
2. was watching, came
3. were playing, started
4. was giving, left
5. was studying, began
6. phoned, were having
7. were you doing
8. were you driving, happened
9. did you go
10. dropped, was doing
EX 3:
1. wrong - learnt
2. correct
3. wrong – wanted
4. wrong – was rating
5. wrong – were you doing
6. correct
7. wrong – was working
8. correct
9. wrong – heard (stative verb)
10. correct
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