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William Tell 

Friedrich von 
Schiller 



Before you read… 

Talk about Governor Gessler´s hat. 

 

• 1. Why is it important to the Austrian 
governor and his soldiers? 

• 2. What do the Swiss people think 
about it? 

• 3. Is the hat going to bring peace or 
problems to Switzerland? 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Later the same day, Gessler´s two soldiers are 
standing in the street near the tree. 

• Soldier 1: People aren´t going to walk here. 

• Soldier 2: They don´t want to stop for a hat. 

• Soldier 1: Perhaps they don´t love the 
Emperor and his governor. 

• Soldier 2: But it´s only a hat! It´s not on the 
Emperor´s head. I don´t want to make 
problems for people. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Soldier 1: But this is our job. Look! A man and a 
boy are coming. Let´s watch them. 

• William and Walther Tell come into the street. 
They are talking and they don´t see the hat on the 
tree or the soldiders. 

• Walther: Father, does every country have tall, 
beautiful mountains? 

• Tell: No, son. Switzerland is famous for its 
mountains. We Swiss understand them – and 
I´m going to teach you. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Walther: Look, Father! Why is there a hat on 
that tree? 

• Tell: I don´t know, but it´s not important. 
Let´s go. 

• Soldier 1: Stop! In the name of the Emperor 
of Austria, stop and look up at the hat. 

• Tell: No. Why? 

• Soldier 1: No questions. Come with us. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Tell: What are you talking about? 

• Soldier 2: You´re coming with us – to prison. 

• Tell: I don´t understand. What´s the problem 
here? 

• Fuerst, Stauffacher and Von Melchtal arrive. 
People come into the street and watch. 

• Fuerst: Stop! This man is from my family. 
What´s the problem? 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Soldier 2: He didn´t stop for the hat. He 
doesn´t love the Emperor. 

• Von Melchtal: (to the people in the street) 
Friends, look at this! Do we want a hat on a 
tree in our streets? In this an emperor? (to 
the soldiers) You can´t take William Tell away. 
He´s a man of peace. 

• Man: Don´t take Tell! 

• Woman: (quickly) The Governor is coming! 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Gessler arrives. 
• Gessler: Is there a problem here? 
• Soldier 1: Yes, Governor. This man and his son 

didn´t stop for your hat. We´re taking them to 
prison (quietly). But the people of the town are 
with him, not us. 

• Tell: (to Gessler) Is the hat important? I´m sorry, 
Governor. But there´s no problem. This 
afternoon, tomorrow and every day I´m going to 
stop and look up at your hat. I want peace in 
Altdorf and in all of Switzerland. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Gessler: Willam Tell! You´re a difficult man. And 
you have your crossbow with you again. 

• Walther: My father can hit an apple on a tree from 
a hundred feet with his crossbow. 

• Gessler: Can he? Soldier, bring me an apple. 
Soldier 1 takes an apple from the fruit shop and 
gives it to the Governor. Good! Tell, také your son 
to that tree across the street and put this apple on 
his head. Then take your crossbow and walk away. 
Hit the apple and you and your son can live. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Tell: On my son´s head? No father can do 
that! Kill me now. 

• Gessler: No, do it. You and your crossbow are 
famous. Boy, stand near the tree and wait for 
your father´s arrow. 

• Fuerst: Governor, stop! Take my money and 
my house, but don´t kill Tell and Walther. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Walther: I´m going to be OK. (He smiles). 
Father can hit this apple. There´s no problem. 

• Stauffacher: Tell, wait. Your hand is moving 
and your eyes are swimming in your head. 
Don´t play this man´s games. 

• Tell: Governor, kill me, not my son. 

• Gessler: I want to watch you with your 
crossbow. Do it!  



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Walther: Father, you can do it. I´m going to be 
OK. 

 

• Tell looks very unhappy. There is suddenly a lot 
of noise in the street. People come out of their 
houses because they want to watch. Tell 
quietly takes a second arrow from his bag and 
puts in his shirt. Gessler sees him. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Man: Yes, you can do it, Tell! 

• Woman: You´re a hero! 

• Man: (to the woman) Tell´s our man! 

• Woman: (to the man) We don´t want that hat 
on the tree! 

• Gessler: Tell, hit the apple and go home. 
Look! Your son is waiting. 

• Walther: You can do it, Father. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• People stop moving and are very quiet. Tell 
walks away. Then he puts an arrow in his 
crossbow and looks at the apple. The arrow 
hits the apple. The people in the street are 
very happy, but Tell cannot move. 

 

• Man: He did it! 

• Walther: Look, Father! I´m OK – I´m not dead. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Woman: Every Swiss man, woman and child 
is going to hear about William Tell. 

• Man: He´s our hero! Tell can hit an apple – or 
a soldier. 

• Fuerst: Walther, William, let´s go to my 
house. Come with me. 

• Gessler: Stop! I want to talk to Tell. 

• Tell: Yes, Governor? 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Gessler: Good job, Tell. But where´s your second 
arrow? 

• Tell: In my shirt. 

• Gessler: Why did you have a second arrow? 

• Tell: It was for you – a dead governor for a dead 
son. But now the arrow can stay in my shirt and 
I can go home. Goodbye. 

• Gessler: An arrow for me? Soldiers, take him to 
prison! He´s not going to walk away from me. 



Scene 7 In front of the tree with the 
hat 

• Man: No! Wait! He´s a good man. 

• Woman: He´s a man of peace. 

• Man: He´s our hero! 

• Fuerst: You´re a very bad man, Governor Gessler. 

• Gessler (to Tell): I´m not going to kill you, Tell, 
but you´re dangerous. I´m going to put you in 
prison in Kuessnacht. I don´t want you and your 
crossbow on these streets. Soldiers, take him to 
my boat. 
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