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William Tell 

Friedrich von 
Schiller 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• It is a dark night. Gessler´s two soldiers are 
talking. Gessler´s boatman is having problems 
with the boat. 

• Soldier 1: Why is Tell important to the 
Governor? 

• Soldier 2: He´s very good with the crossbow. 
And he´s a hero to the Swiss people. The 
Governor doesn´t like him, but the Swiss 
people love him now. 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• Soldier 1: Look at this rain. It´s very 
dangerous on the water. Where´s our hero 
now. We´re never going to arrive at 
Kuessnacht. 

• Governor Gessler comes to them. 

• Gessler: Where´s my boatman? 

• Boatman: Here I am, Governor. 

• Gessler: What´s wrong? When are we going 
to arrive? 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• Boatman: The rain´s very heavy, Governor, nad 
the water´s dangerous. I´m not a strong man. 
I´m having problems with the boat. 

• Gessler: Soldiers! Help the boatman! 

• Boatman: What do they know about boats? 

• Gessler: Get some help! Now! 

• Soldiers 1 (slowly): The prisoner Tell´s good 
with boats. 

• Gessler: Bring the prisoner to me. 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• The soldiers go away, and then come 
back with Tell. 

• Gessler: Tell, help us withh this boat. 

• Tell: How can I help you? Look at me. 
I´m a prisoner, not a boatman. 

• Gessler: You´re not a prisoner now, Tell. 
Boatman, here´s your helper. 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• Tell and the boatman work on the boat. After 
some time, the boat gets to Kuessnacht. 

• Gessler: Here we are! Soldiers! Take Tell to 
the prison. 

• Tell: What? Prison? No! I´m going to take my 
crossbow and say goodbye. 

• Tell quickly takes his crossbow and runs away 
from the boat into the dark night. 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• Soldier 1: Where did he go? 

• Soldier 2: (with a smile) He helped us and 
now he´s going to help his people. He is a 
hero. 

• Gessler: Stop him! In Altdorf, he wanted to 
kill me. 

• Soldier 1: But we can´t see him. 

• Tell: (from the road) But I can see you! 



Scene 8 On the Governor´s boat 

• Tell takes the second arrow from his shirt and 
puts it in his crossbow. The arrow hits 
Governor Gessler in the head. Gessler falls. Tell 
runs away. 

• Soldier 1: Oh, no! The Governor´s dead! 

• Soldier 2: Where´s Tell? 

• Soldier 1: He´s in the mountains now. We can 
never find him. Let´s take our dead governor 
to his house in Kuessnacht. 



After you read… 

• Why are these important in the story? Talk about 
them: 

The Governor´s hat 
The Austrian soldiers 
Tell´s crossbow 
An apple 
Tell´s second arrow 
Heavy rain 
The dead Emperor 
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