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HALLOWEEN 

 

Anotace: Article with the basic information about Halloween 
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Students’ worksheet: 

HALLOWEEN 

Halloween is a tradition celebrated every year on 31st October. The holiday is associated with death and 

supernatural. 

Where does Halloween come from?  

The holiday originally comes from a people called the Celts. The Celts lived in Europe more than 2000 years 

ago. On 1st  November they celebrated the end of summer. They believed that the night before the New 

Year (31st October) ghosts visited the living cold, hungry and angry that the living stayed inside, warm and 

full. So when the Celts went outside that night, they dressed up like ghosts so that the spirits would not 

harm them. They also left gifts of food and drink on the doorsteps, made fires outside and used pumpkins 

to make jack o’ lanterns. 

Like many other holidays, Halloween has evolved and changed throughout 

history. Later the Christian church named 1st November ALL SAINTS DAY 

(another name for it was All Hallow´s Day). This is a special day to honour 

the saints and people who died for their religion. The night before All 

Hallows was called Hallows Eve. Later the name changed to Halloween. 

Like the Celts, the Europeans of that time also believed that the spirits of 

dead would visit them on Halloween. So on that night people wore 

costumes that looked like ghosts or other evil creatures. They thought if they dressed those ways, the 

spirits would think they were also dead and not harm them. 

Halloween is an old tradition in Ireland and Scotland. The tradition of Halloween was carried to America by 

the immigrants from Europe. Some of the traditions changed a little. For example, on Halloween in Europe 

people carried lanterns made of turnips. When people moved from Ireland and Scotland to the United 

States, they started using pumpkins. People began putting candles inside them and using them as lanterns. 

That is why you see Jack´o lanterns today. 

They also had a tradition of giving food to the spirits. Later, they gave the food to poor people. This is 

where trick-or-treating comes from. 

These days 

Halloween is a fun day for children. Children 
go „trick or treating“. They dress like 
witches and ghosts and go to the houses in 
small groups. But nowadays, they don´t 
worry about the ghosts and spirits, they go 
from house to house, knock on the doors 
and say „trick or treat“. The person in the 
house must decide. He gives each child a 
treat (candy, chocolate, fruit, sweets, etc.) 
or the children will play a trick on him.  



TASKS: 

A) Decide whether the statements are true or false: 

1 The Celts thought the spirits of dead people visit them (people who are alive) on 31st October. 

2 Two thousands years ago people wore costumes to get candy (sweets).  

3 The Celts created All Hallows.  

4 All Hallow´s Day is on 31st October.  

5 The word Halloween comes from the word Hallows eve.  

6 Americans still use turnips as lanterns.  

7 Today Halloween is a special day for children.  

8 Children usually get candy when they say "trick or treat."  

B) Answer the questions: 

1 What is celebrated on 31st October and what on 1st November? 

2 Why did the Celts dress up like ghosts? 

3 What was Hallows Eve? 

4 Where does the tradition of Halloween come from? 

5 What is the difference between the European and American celebration of Halloween? 

6 What is “Trick or treating” (what does it mean when the children knock on the door and say “trick or 
treat”)? 

 

C) Speaking questions 

1 Do you celebrate Halloween? 

2 Do you make Jack´o lanterns? 

3 If someone knock on your door and say “trick or treat” what would you choose?  

4 What costume would you choose on Halloween? 

 

 

THINK  

Halloween has changed a lot since its origins. New people have brought new traditions, and changed the old ones. 

What do you think Halloween will be like in another two thousand years? 



Teacher´s worksheet with the answers: 

HALLOWEEN 

Halloween is a tradition celebrated every year on 31st October. The holiday is associated with death and 

supernatural. 

Where does Halloween come from? 

The holiday originally comes from a people called the Celts. The Celts lived in Europe more than 2000 years 

ago. On 1st  November they celebrated the end of summer. They believed that the night before the New 

Year (31st October) ghosts visited the living cold, hungry and angry that the living stayed inside, warm and 

full. So when the Celts went outside that night, they dressed up like ghosts so that the spirits would not 

harm them. They also left gifts of food and drink on the doorsteps, made fires outside and used pumpkins 

to make jack o’ lanterns. 

Like many other holidays, Halloween has evolved and changed 

throughout history. Later the Christian church named 1st November ALL 

SAINTS DAY (another name for it was All Hallow´s Day). This is a special 

day to honour the saints and people who died for their religion. The 

night before All Hallows was called Hallows Eve. Later the name 

changed to Halloween. 

Like the Celts, the Europeans of that time also believed that the spirits of 

dead would visit them on Halloween. So on that night people wore 

costumes that looked like ghosts or other evil creatures. They thought if they dressed those ways, the 

spirits would think they were also dead and not harm them. 

Halloween is an old tradition in Ireland and Scotland. The tradition of Halloween was carried to America by 

the immigrants from Europe. Some of the traditions changed a little. For example, on Halloween in Europe 

people carried lanterns made of turnips. When people moved from Ireland and Scotland to the United 

States, they started using pumpkins. People began putting candles inside them and using them as lanterns. 

That is why you see Jack´o lanterns today. 

They also had a tradition of giving food to the spirits. Later, they gave the food to poor people. This is 

where trick-or-treating comes from. 

These days 

Halloween is a fun day for children. Children 
go „trick or treating“. They dress like witches 
and ghosts and go to the houses in small 
groups. But nowadays, they don´t worry about 
the ghosts and spirits, they go from house to 
house, knock on the doors and say „trick or 
treat“. The person in the house must decide. 
He gives each child a treat (candy, chocolate, 
fruit, sweets, etc.) or the children will play a 
trick on him.  



A) Decide whether the statements are true or false: 

1 The Celts thought the spirits of dead people visit them (people who are alive) on 31st October.  True 

2 Two thousands years ago people wore costumes to get candy (sweets).  False 

3 The Celts created All Hallows.  False (Christian church) 

4 All Hallow´s Day is on 31st October.  False (1st November) 

5 The word Halloween comes from the word Hallows eve.   True 

6 Americans still use turnips as lanterns.  False (use pumpkins) 

7 Today Halloween is a special day for children.  True 

8 Children usually get candy when they say "trick or treat."  True 

B) Answer the questions: 

1 What is celebrated on 31st October and what on 1st November? Halloween/ All Saints Day or All 
Hallow´s Day 

2 Why did the Celts dress up like ghosts? So that the spirits wouldn’t´ t harm them. 

3 What is Hallows Eve? Halloween today 

4 Where does the tradition of Halloween come from? Celts 

5 What is the difference between the European and American celebration of Halloween? Lanterns made of 
pumpkins (US)/ turnips (Europe) 

6 What is “Trick or treating” (what does it mean when the children knock on the door and say “trick or 
treat”)? Give them candy or they will play trick on you. 

 

C) Speaking questions 

1 Do you celebrate Halloween? 

2 Do you make Jack´o lanterns? 

3 If someone knock on your door and say “trick or treat” what would you choose?  

4 What costume would you choose on Halloween? 

 

 

THINK  

Halloween has changed a lot since its origins. New people have brought new traditions, and changed the old ones. 

What do you think Halloween will be like in another two thousand years? 
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