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Old Czech traditions through the year

1 January

There is a superstition that, what you are doing on New Year, you will be doing all the year. That`s why quarelling is forbidden…

6 January

Three kings walk for charity round the village or the town asking for money, which is sent to dissabled or ill children. As a reward the kings write letters C+M+B with a chalk on the front door. These three letters don`t mean the names of the kings, but it is an abbreviation of Latin blessing to the house./Christis mansionem benedicat/.

2 February – Hromnice

Light and fire are symbols of permanent fighting of the good and the evil.Before invention of electricity people used candles. Lightning candles followed dead people. The other people used candles against thunderstorm. The name is taken from thunder, because in the old times people were more afraid of thunder than of lightnings. In 1754 Moravian priest Prokop Diviš invented a lightning conductor, but superstitious villagers damaged it – they were afraid of Diviš`s connections with the hell.

Masopust – Carnival in the village

It is held in the first part of February. It is celebrated before Ash Wednesday,which starts 40-day Lent or Fasting. Pork meat+dumplings+cabbage+beer are served. It is believed that the man must eat a lot, so that he would be strong all the year.

The main entertainment of the carnival helds on Saturday or Sunday. Outdoor masks are dancing, singing, making people black with speck of soot, sprinkling with water or perfume.

In surroundings of České Budějovice you can see young men in black suits wearing big hats decorated with more than 300 paper roses and a straw-man with a flail. Masks are treated to strong drinks and doughnuts. They dance in the circle in front of every farmhouse.

MARCH – APRIL

Easter

The date of Easter is a combination of spring equinox and the first spring Full Moon. It means that Easter is celebrated between 22 March and 25 April.

Sootsweeping/ Frown Wednesday

The first name means that soots from chimneys were swept on the day. The second name gives Christian explanation – Judas was frowning at Jesus before he betrayed him.

Green Thursday

On the day you should eat something green /spinat, cucumber, cabbage/ to be healthy all the year.

Good Friday

The day of sadness, when Jesus was crucified. It was forbidden to work with ground and wash the clothes. People in villages believed in opening the tresures hidden under the ground.

Easter Sunday and Monday

Sunday is the day of Christ resurrection. On Monday boys go round the village to whip the girls so as they were healthy. They use plaited willow canes. Girls have prepared decorated eggs for them.

30 April

Burning the witches – on that day big bonfires are burnt and meetings of girls and women dressed as witches with brooms are held. Out of the town there is a tradition of building the maypoles. The youth from the village must guard it, because it is a shame, if the boys from neighbour village cut it.

Letnice- Midsummer Night

About 50 days after Easter in Moravian Slovácko Kings` horseriding takes place. The smartest boy in a national costume on a decorated horse is accompanied by servants. The performance is under the observation of UNESCO. Many foreigners come to see it.

5 July (863)

Great Moravian prince Rastislav invited two brothers – Cyril and Method to bring Christianity to our territory. They brought new script and language so as to substitude Latin. They also translated religious texts and divine service.

6 July (1415)

John Huss, a clergyman, a teacher of Charles University, an ideologist of Hussitism was burnt to death in Kostnice. His followers started Hussite movement.

28 September –St. Wenceslas Day

Wenceslas was the oldest son of prince Vratislav and Drahomira. Being subordinated to German emperor he agreed to pay a tax. His brother minded it and, he killed Wenceslas in Stara Boleslav in 935. Wenceslas was canonized and became Czech patron the saint since 13 century.

2 November

All Souls – it is a tradition remembered in many European countries. Living members of the family decorate graves and tombs of dead relatives with flowers, wreathes and candles.

4 December

Single girls on that day bring home branches of cherry trees, wild cherry or forsythia. They are waiting, whether they bloom on Christmas Eve. If they are blooming, the girl is said to get married next year.

Christmas

People in our country prepare for it a few weeks before it starts. Housewives make Christmas sweets and very often they compete with colleagues and neighbours in number of their sorts.Fathers bring Christmas tree and a carp for festive dinner on Christmas Eve.When fish soup, fried carp and potatoe salad are eaten, the family comes to the Christmas tree. All are singing or listening carols while children are unwraping the presents. Little children believe that the presents were brought by little Jesus.

The other days of Christmas  are full of delicious food consumed while watching fairy-tales on TV.
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