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At the railway station

Read the text and work out the meaning of the bold printed words:

	Almost every city, town or village has a train station. Usually bigger cities have larger stations because they have more railway traffic. At the train stations you can find a newsagent´s, a bookstall, a flower kiosk, a restaurant or a snack bar. There is a waiting room for people, who must wait for their next train, a row of lockers or a left luggage office, where you can leave your bag and an information desk or an inquiry office, of course.

One of the most important things at the station is the timetable board which tells which trains are arriving and departing and where they are coming from and going to. In larger train stations the timetable board is controlled electronically. The board can also show if a train is late, what platform it will be leaving from and what kind of train it is. 

To travel by train you must first buy a ticket. The tickets can be bought at the ticket office or from a machine. Tickets can be bought in advance with a reservation that guarantees you a seat on the train. On the ticket is the name of the place where you boarded the train, the destination, how much the ticket cost, the number of kilometres you will travel and the class of your seat. Trains have two classes, first, which is more expensive and second which is the normal price. 

At the front of the train is the locomotive or engine, which drives the train. Trains have several cars or carriages for passengers, sleeping cars/sleepers for overnight travel, 

a dining / restaurant / buffet car where there is food and drink, a mail van for mail and a guard´s van.

On the train there is a train operator/driver, who drives the train and guards who come to each person to check their tickets. If you have baggage it is put above you on the rack or on the ground near your feet.
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Comprehension Check:

Put the words in correct columns.

compartment, corridor, couchette, departure board, dining car, engine driver, information office, guard / conductor, left luggage office, platform, rack, rows of lockers, seats, sleeping car, stalls, ticket machine, ticket office, time table, train dispatcher, waiting room
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