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The Old Man and the Sea

Read the text. 
I. Fill in the past form of verbs into the text.
II.Translate the underlined words into Czech.
“ .... For 84 days, Santiago, an old Cuban fisherman, sets out to sea and returns empty-handed. On his journeys he is accompanied by a boy called Manolin. Due to bad luck, the fishing trips are unsuccessful and Manolin is convinced by his parents to leave for a more prosperous boat. On the 85th day the old man sails far beyond the coastal shallow waters and ventures into the Gulf Stream. He drops his lines and at noon a big fish takes the bait. Santiago can´t get hold of it and the fish begins to pull the boat…”
     “The line 1. ...... (rise) slowly and steadily and then the surface of the ocean 2. ....... (bulge) ahead of the boat and the fish 3. ...... (come) out. He came out unendingly and water poured from his sides. He was bright in the sun and his head and back were dark purple and in the sun the stripes on of his sides 4. ......... (show) wide and a light lavender. His sword was as long as a baseball bat and 5. ......... (taper) like a rapier and he rose his full length from the water and then 6. ........... (re-enter) it, smoothly, like a diver and the old man 7. ....... (see) the great scythe-blade of his tail go under and the line 8. ............ (commence) to race out.
     “He is two feet longer than the skiff, “ the old man 9. ........... (say). The line was 10. ................ (go) out fast but steadily and the fish was not panicked. The old man was 

11. ........... (try) with both hands to keep the line just inside of breaking strength. He 

12. .......... (know) that if he could not slow the fish with a steadily pressure the fish 

13. ........... (can) take out all the line and break it. 
     He is a great fish and I must convince him, he 14. ............. (think). I must never let him learn his strength nor what he could do if he made his run. If I 15. ........... (be) him I would put in everything now and go until something 16. ................ (break). But, thank God, they are not as intelligent as we who kill them; although they are more noble and more able.”
     “The old man had seen many great fish. He had seen many that 17. .......... (weigh) more than a thousand pounds and he had caught two of that size in his life, but never alone. Now alone, and out of sight of land, he was fast to the biggest fish that he had ever seen and bigger than he had ever heard of, and his left was still as tight, as the gripped claws of an eagle. It will uncramp though, he thought. Surely it will uncramp to help my right hand. There are three things that are brothers: the fish and my two hands. It must uncramp. It is unworthy of it to be cramped. The fish had slowed again and he was going at his usual pace.
     I wonder why he 18. ............ (jump), the old man thought. He jumped almost as though to show me how big he was. I know now, anyway he thought. I wish I could show him what sort of man I am. But then he would see the cramped hand. Let him think I am more man than I am and i will be so. I wish I was the fish, he thought, with everything he has against only my will and my intelligence.

     He 19. ............ (settle) comfortably against the wood and took his suffering as it came and the fish 20. ......... (swim) steadily and the boat moved slowly through the dark water. There was a small sea rising with the wind coming up from the east and at noon the old man´s left hand was uncramped. ....”

On the third day the fish tires and Santiago manages to stab it with the harpoon. The blood in the water attracts sharks which attack the marlin  ...... 

SOLUTION:

I.

1. ROSE

2. BULGED

3. CAME

4. SHOWED

5. TAPERED

6. RE-ENTERED

7. SAW

8. COMMENCED

9. SAID

10. GOING

11. TRYING

12. KNEW

13. COULD

14. THOUGHT

15. WAS

16. BROKE

17. WEIGHED

18. JUMPED

19. SETTLED

20. SWAM

II.

PŘEKLAD:

EMPTY-HANDED – s prázdnýma rukama
TO CONVINCE – přesvědčit
SHALLOW – mělký
TO VENTURE INTO – troufnout si, odvážit se
BAIT – návnada
STEADILY – vytrvale
LAVENDER – levandule (levandulová barva)
SWORD – meč
TO TAPER – zužovat se

RAPIER – bodlo, kord
SCYTHE-BLADE OF HIS TAIL – špičku ocasní ploutve jako kosu
SKIFF – lehký člun
GRIPPED CLAWS OF AN EAGLE – pevně zaťaté drápy orla
AT HIS USUAL PACE – běžným tempem
STAB – bodnout
III. Answer the questions:

1. In your own words, try to describe the appearance of the fish.

2. In this excerpt, Santiago says: “I wish I was the fish, he thought, with everything he has against only my will and my intelligence.” How much do you think Santiago values the fish?

3. Do you think Santiago´s battle with the sharks will be successful? Do you think he will win the biggest fight of his life? 
4. Try to explain these words: “ ....... ´But man is not made for defeat,´ he said. ´A man can be destroyed but not defeated.´ I am sorry I killed the fish though, he thought. ..... “

5. Is the catch really important in his combat? 

Použité zdroje
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      Autorem material a všech jeho částí, není-li uvedeno jinak, je Dr. Anna Štiplová.
Vytvořeno v rámci projektu OP VK zavedení nové oblasti podpory 1.5 s názvem Zlepšení podmínek pro vzdělávání na středních školách.
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