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                              THE WEST END OF LONDON Student’s  materiál

Lesson 1
Before you will read the text about The West End of London answer these questions:
1. How many words associated with London can you think? Write them into the diagram.                                                                 [image: image2.png]


 2. Look at the photographs. Do you know any of the places? What do you know about the         

     West End?

3. Try to guess the correct answers:

    The West End is situated:    a) in the heart of London                b) in the suburb of London

    The West End is London’s: a) business centre

                                                 b) industrial centre

                                                 c) shopping and entertainment centre

4. Now read the text(exercise 8) and find the information to complete the chart:

For more photos you can look at internet:  www.travellondon.com/templates/attractions/westend.html



	Location of the West End 
	

	Shopping streets
	

	Galeries
	

	Concert halls
	

	The most famous square
	


  8. Text for reading:                                                            [image: image3.jpg]London
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In the previous issues of Friendship you

could read about the City of London and
Westminster. Now we are going to discuss
the West End.

London’s West End is the main entertainment and shopping centre
E of the capital. It is located to the west of the City of London. The
West End contains many of London’s most famous streets and
areas, including Piccadilly Circus, Leicester Square, Shaftesbury
Avenue with its many theatres, Trafalgar Square, Carnaby Street,
and Soho—a trendy and bustling area of restaurants and bars.
The well-known shopping district around Oxford Street and Bond
Street lies at its centre.
The West End also contains Hyde Park, London's largest open
space, which leads west to the districts of Knightsbridge and
Kensington, both fashionable residential areas with such
attractions as Harrods department store, the Royal Albert Hall,
and the South Kensington museums.

Itisimpossible to write about all the sights of the West End, so let's
talk about some of its highlights

The cover picture displays The Royal Albert Hall. In 1867, Queen
Victoria laid the foundation stone of this splendid concert hall,
named after her beloved husband, Prince Albert. Four years later,
the Royal Albert Hall opened and has been the venue' for the best

in classical music ever since. The huge circular wall is composed
of red brick, adorned® with terracotta. The auditorium can seat
around 5,000 people. The programme of events is varied,
and these days it is used for pop as well as classical concerts,
sporting events, rallies®, and grand dances. However, it remains
best known for the annual Sir Henry Wood Promenade Concerts,
established in the 1940s. “The Proms” are held daily from mid-
July to mid-September.

The West End is an area of famous shopping streets. Perhaps the
most famous of all is Oxford Street, which stretches for more than
a mile from the Marble Arch to Tottenham Court Road. Shops of
every description line either side of this busy thoroughfare*, and
many of the country’s chain stores have their largest shops there
Crossing Oxford Street and Oxford Circus is Regent Street with
its fine selection of elegant clothing shops. Piccadilly is home to
numerous airlines and travel shops as well as an impressive range
of food, clothes and bookshops.

Piccadilly Circus was formed in 1819 at the intersection of





[image: image4.jpg]Piccadilly and the fashionable Regent Street. Piccadilly Circus
is a meeting point favoured by both Londoners and foreigners. It
is famous for its brightly coloured illuminated signs and a statue
known as “Eros’, the winged figure of an archer®, but it is more
correctly the angel of Christian Charity. It was sculpted® by Sir
Alfred Gilbert in 1892-3 as a tribute to the Earl of Shaftesbury,
a Victorian philanthropist. The London Pavilion houses Rock
Circus, an exhibition about rock and pop music, and in the nearby
Trocadero is the Guinness World of Records exhibition. The
nearby Trocadero Centre contains a number of interesting shops
and restaurants

Burlington Arcade, which is off Picoadilly, has some of very
elegant small shops, whilst nearby Bond Street is known for its
top-quality goods.

Harrods, in Knightsbridge, claims to be the largest department
store in Europe, and visitors not properly dressed are not admitted
there.

To the north is Soho, one of London's most colourful and

cosmopolitan area, with a variety of shops and restaurants. French
Huguenots settled the area in the 17 century, and it has attracted
a large number of immigrants ever since then.

Chinatown is inhabited by the Chinese, who have created a
community of their own. It has a special atmosphere, especially
during the noisy and colourful Chinese New Year celebrations.
Soho has always been a magnet for artists and writers, and many
of London'’s best theatres are to be found there. Leicester Square
is well known for its cinemas.

Trafalgar Square is famous for its pigeons’, demonstrations and
New Year celebrations. It was laid out in 1829-41 to commemorate
agreat naval battle of 1805 when the French fleet was defeated by
the English under Admiral Lord Nelson. The square is dominated
by Nelson’s column?, which is guarded at the base by four lions.
On the north side of the square is the National Gallery, which
houses one of the world's greatest collections of European art,
with many masterpieces from the 13" to the early 20™ centuries
(more modern art can be found at the Tate Gallery at Millbank.)
In St. Martin's Place is the National Portrait Gallery, which has a
superb collection of portraits of famous British men and women

from the Tudor period to the present day. Opposite is the church §
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, with its striking Corinthian portico and 4
elegant spire’®.

The Strand is known for its theatres and hotels. North of the Strand
is Covent Garden, one of London's liveliest quarters with bars, %
shops, restaurants and open air entertainment.

Not far to the north of Covent Garden is the area of Bloomsbury,
with its many literary associations. It is also home to the British
Museum, which contains a world-famous collection of Egyptian,
Assyrian, Roman and Greek antiquities.

Tatiana Filipoiu

1/venju:/ miesto ~ misto konani; 20zdobeny - zdoben;
3manifestacia - demonstrace; 4hlavna ulica - dopravni tepna;
Slukostrelec - Jukostrelec; 6vytvorena; 7/pidzan/ holub; 8stip
- sloup; 9stipova hala - sloupova hala; 10stihla veza - $picata
vz




                                      THE WEST END OF LONDON Teacher’s notes

Aim of the lesson:

     Aim of this lesson is to become familiar with some interesting places in the West End and remember some important facts about them. Students are motivated to search the information from the text themselves.

     The project is suitable for upper-intermediate students of secondary or language school. There may be 10-20 people in the class. Lesson plan includes at least 45 minutes. Final activity can be done as student’s project work. They can collect and add their own materials about the topic for that. The home preparation would take them at least one or two weeks.

Exercises 1 and 2
     Students complete the diagram individually. Then they read and comment their notes and ideas for the whole class.

Exercise 3

Correct answers are The West End is situated in the heart of London.

                                 The West End is London’s shopping and entertainment centre.

This exercise can be done as competition. Winners are those pupils who put up their hands for correct answer after the teacher had read the possibilities.

Exercise 4,5

Students read the text aloud. During the reading they can ask for unknown words or find them in vocabulary. They can watch pictures of the West End on internet if it is possible.The address is:

www.travellondon.com/templates/attractions/westend.html
After the reading students complete the chart from exercise 4 and match the items in A to the places in B (exercise 5). They work in pairs and they can compare their answers with other pairs. The teacher goes around the classroom, observes their work and helps with the problems.

Correct answers are:

Ex.4: Location of the West End: to the west of the City of London

         Shopping centres: Oxford Street, Regent Street, Bond Street,Piccadily

       Galeries: National Gallery, Tate Gallery, National Portrait Gallery

       Cocert halls: The Royal Albert Hall

       The most famous square: Trafalgar Square

Sources:

“The West End of London“ by Tatiana Filipoiu, Friendship, No.6, November 2006, pages 2-3

www.greenwichmeantime.com/time-zone/europe/uk/england/service-offices/index/htm
www.travellondon.com/templates/attractions/westend.html
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