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GREAT FIRE OF LONDON

The Great Fire of London began on Sunday, 2" September,
1666 and took almost four days — up to Wednesday, 5" September.
The fire broke out at the bakery of Thomas Farriner who was the
baker of King Charles II. At 1 a.m. a servant woke up and found the
bakery aflame. The maid probably didn "t put out the ovens
carefully. The baker and his family escaped but the maid, who
caused the fire, died in the blaze.

In 1666 London "s houses
were mostly made out of wood and
were dangerously flammable. The
wind from the east was strong that
night and the fire spread quickly
across the city of London.

In the 17 century there were no
organized fire brigade in London.
The fire fighting was basic. They
usually used leather buckets to
take water from the river.

Major technique was creation of the firebreaks to stop fire
from spreading. They destroyed the buildings which were on the
path of the flame. They used fire hooks to destroy and pull down
the houses. Unfortunately, all these techniques had little effect on
the fire and it continued to spread. The fire blazed unchecked for
another 3 days.

In the end Navy blew up the houses in the path of the fire to
create space to stop the fire. At the same time the strong wind died
out. And the fire was successfully put out.

The fire affected more than 13.000 houses, 80 churches,
Saint Paul’s Cathedral. All in all, 80% of the city was destroyed.
Although the fire was great, only six people died.

Nevertheless the social and economic

problems were disastrous. Thousands

of people became homeless and were without
and the
London had to be almost totally reconstructed.

money winter was coming.
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VOCABULARY

break out

aflame

set (sth) aflame

blaze (n.)

flammable

fire brigade

leather bucket

firebreak

path

| flame

fire hook

blaze (v.)

blow up

affect (sth)

spread

maid

servant




A) Answer the questions:

1. Where did the fire begin?

2. How did the fire begin?

3. Why were the houses in the 17" century dangerously flammable?

4. What were the two basic techniques to extinguish the fire in the 17" century?
5. Why were the buildings destroyed in the case of fire?

6. How was the fire stopped in the end?

7. Describe the problems which appeared after the Great Fire:

B) Try to make definition of the following words:

flammable
blow up
affect

fire brigade

bucket

C) Try to describe the event in your own words:




GREAT FIRE OF LONDON (teacher s worksheet)

The Great Fire of London began on Sunday, 2" September,
1666 and took almost four days — up to Wednesday, 5" September.
The fire broke out at the bakery of Thomas Farriner who was the
baker of King Charles II. At 1 a.m. a servant woke up and found the
bakery aflame. The maid probably didn "t put out the ovens
carefully. The baker and his family escaped but the maid, who
caused the fire, died in the blaze.

In 1666 London "s houses
were mostly made out of wood and
were dangerously flammable. The
wind from the east was strong that
night and the fire spread quickly
across the city of London.

In the 17 century there were no
organized fire brigade in London.
The fire fighting was basic. They
usually used leather buckets to
take water from the river.

Major technique was creation of the firebreaks to stop fire
from spreading. They destroyed the buildings which were on the
path of the flame. They used fire hooks to destroy and pull down
the houses. Unfortunately, all these techniques had little effect on
the fire and it continued to spread. The fire blazed unchecked for
another 3 days.

In the end Navy blew up the houses in the path of the fire to
create space to stop the fire. At the same time the strong wind died
out. And the fire was successfully put out.

The fire affected more than 13.000 houses, 80 churches,
Saint Paul’s Cathedral. All in all, 80% of the city was destroyed.
Although the fire was great, only six people died.

Nevertheless the social and economic

problems were disastrous. Thousands

of people became homeless and were without
and the
London had to be almost totally reconstructed.

money winter was coming.

The rit of dho Opanings e fier she Merkes ke, dnd i dhe strrvdial
Jouirts and Ares , whis namower Sreer bl e gt A

VOCABULARY

break out - vypuknout

aflame - hofici, v plameni

set (sth) aflame - zapalit, podpalit
blaze (n.)-pozar, ohen; plameny
flammable - hoflavy

fire brigade (BrE)- hasiCsky sbor

leather bucket - dzber, védro

| firebreak - prisek (proti poZaru)

path - cesta, pésina

| flame - plamen, ohen

fire hook - hak

blaze (v.) - planout, plapolat

blow up - vyhodit do povétfi

affect (sth) - pohltit

spread - rozsifit (se)

maid - sluzka, sluzebna

servant - sluha, sluzebna




A) Answer the questions:

1. Where did the fire begin? At the bakery

2. How did the fire begin? The maid didn’t put out the ovens carefully

3. Why were the houses in the 17" century dangerously flammable? Made of wood

4. What were the two basic techniques to extinguish the fire in the 17" century? Leather buckets, creation of firebreaks
5. Why were the buildings destroyed in the case of fire? To create firebreaks

6. How was the fire stopped in the end? Navy blew up the houses in the path of the fire.

7. Describe the problems which appeared after the Great Fire:

B) Try to make definition of the following words:

flammable
blow up
affect

fire brigade

bucket

C) Try to describe the event in your own words:
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