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FIREFIGHTERS HAZARDS

Fighting fires is a hazardous job. Fire-fighters have many duties: fighting and extinguishing fire, rescuing people
from burning and collapsing buildings, wildlife fires extinguishing, etc. Fire-fighters often train and learn basics of
fighting fires and hot to extinguish fires in various buildings. When they train fighting real fires in controlled

situations, they learn what to expect in a real fire.

But fire-fighters not only fight fires, they also respond to traffic accidents, coalmine collapses, aviation accidents,

chemical spills on the highways, etc.

They face many hazards every day, such as:

A) Accident Hazards
e Smoke inhalation
o Falling from heights

e Injuries (caused by explosions)

e Injuries from glass, metal, wood during a rescue

B) Physical Hazards
e Burns
e Exposure to loud noises
e Exposure to cold during the winter

C) Chemical Hazards
e Exposure to chemicals during a rescue
¢ Inhalation of chemical vapors

e Exposure to large quantities of carbon monoxide

D) Biological Hazards (while helping victims)
e AIDS, hepatitis B and C, etc.

E) Psychological hazards
o Exposure to traumatic events
e Stress

e Routine interrupted by intense stress or activity

F) Chronic health hazards

e Cancer, lung cancer
e Etc.




Task 1: ANSWER THE QUESTION: Which hazard is the most dangerous in your opinion?
And why?

Task 2: Discuss possible prevention of each hazard in threes.
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