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TRANSPORT

CZECH TRAINS

CZECH VIEW
Czech people often make jokes about their train service and railways. Cars are dirty, cold and old. The staff and crew are unfriendly Czech trains are notorious for being constantly late. However, this usually turns out to be an exaggeration. A _____

B_____. Almost all cities-including the small ones in the Czech Republic have a train connection which is a result of one of the densest railway networks in Europe.

VEHICLES
Quality of vehicles varies too. Between major cities you can travel by ultramodern, sleek yellow Pendolino class with full on-board services. Euro City class trains are pretty modern and comfortable too. C______. Most regional connections operate shabby motorized units most of which are ready for scrap heap.

TICKETS
If you are an occasional traveller, you might find tickets to be slightly expensive, D_____. Czech Railways-the main railway operator has a discount system. Unfortunately it is quite complicated. Regular travellers can purchase Kilometre Bank Card or InKarta Card which entitles you for a 25% discount.
Travellers can purchase tickets at any Czech Railways train station ticket office. You can also book it online and print it out. It’s possible to buy a ticket from the conductor immediately after boarding too, E_____. 
TIPS
At peak times a reservation might be advisable. The best website for rail travellers is jizdnirady.cz with national rail timetables and a route planner. F_____. Bikes are only allowed on some trains. You need a reservation ticket and an extra fee is charged.

ADVICE 
It is considered a courtesy to ask a person sitting on the adjacent seat if the seat is free. 
G______ not all trains are air-conditioned so in summer they can get pretty warm and you may have a chilly ride in winter as heating gets frequently broken.

CZECH RAIL NEWS
H _____ Both Regio Jet and LeoExpress offer new trains, great level of customer service and more reasonable priced tickets through online reservation system.







TASK

Eight sentences have been taken out from the text. Write numbers 1 to 8 into appropriate spaces A-G in the text

1) but Czech railway conductors are generally strict about tickets. 

2) For luggage there is no charge.

3) Two private rail operators have recently begun servicing the busiest connection from     Prague to Ostrava.

4) Prague area is serviced by City Elefant commuter trains which look really nice.

5) As fares are calculated by kilometre.

6) There are delays but must often due to track work or accidents.

7) Still hundreds of thousands of people go by train every day

8) Also, do not place shoes on seats.



TEACHER’S NOTES
KEY

A) 6
B) 7
C) 4
D) 5
E) 1
F) 2
G) 8
H) 3
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