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Education in Great Britain   

Fill in the gaps: state, GCSE, uniform, public, free 

Education in Britain is 17)_____, and most children go to 18)____schools. Some parents pay 

to send their children to independent schools which are in England and Wales called 

19)__________, although they are not really public at all! Many of these are boarding 

schools, where children live and sleep during the term. 

All children and young people between the ages of 5 and 16 must get full time education. 

Pupils are allowed to concentrate gradually on those subjects they are interested in. People 

are usually grouped according to their ability. 

At the age of 16 pupils take 20) ______(General Certificate of Secondary Education) and 

after passing it they attend the school for 2 more years. At 18, they can take A levels (usually 

in two or three subjects) and who successfully pass it can start to study at the university or 

college. 

Students who want to leave school at 16, sit for the Certificate of Secondary Education. 

English students are evaluated by marks A to E. A is the best and E is the worst. 

Students of British schools have to wear 21)_______. 

 

Questions: 

 

 
Do the children in Great Britain pay for schools? 
What are the public schools? 
What do students get at the age of 16 in Great Britain? 
How are students evaluated in GB? 
Do they have to wear uniforms? 
At what age do British students take the GCSE examination? 
At what age can British children leave school? 
At what age do British children have to start school? /5/ 
What is a boarding school?  / Students study and live there/ 
 
 
 

 



 

 

2. Match the column A and column B: 

 

A. B. 

A levels Private school 

Public school Exams similar to our maturita exam 

GCSE Exams when the students are 16 

 

 

3. Write the events connected with the date: 

 

5 years old –  
16 years old - 
18 years old -  
 

4. Compare the education in our country and Great Britain, what is the same and what is 

different? 

 

5. Find the vocabulary in the dictionary: 

 

independent  

Public  

Boarding school  

Concentrate  

Ability  

Are evaluated  

 

 

 

6. 

Guess which job is described:  

1. Somebody who writes for newspaper – 

2. Somebody who builds roads, bridges – 

3. Somebody who cooks in a restaurant – 

4. Somebody who designs clothes – 

5. Somebody who grows food for all of us – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Odpovědi: 

 
1. 
17) free, 18) state 19) public, 20) GCSE, 21) uniform. 
 
 
2. 

A. B. 

A levels Exams similar to our maturita exam 

Public school Private school 

GCSE Exams when the students are 16 

 

3.  

5 years old –  they start going to school 
16 years old – they pass GCSE 
18 years old – they pass A levels 
 
6. Guess which job is described:  

1. Somebody who writes for newspaper – journalist 

2. Somebody who builds roads, bridges – architect 

3. Somebody who cooks in a restaurant – chef, cook 

4. Somebody who designs clothes – designer 

5. Somebody who grows food for all of us – farmer 
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